

400-tonne ‘timebomb’ floats at sea 


LONDO N (R) French and British warships gathered round a drifting 
of ^Jftetaaves on Tuesday after itsaew 

'Jvas* 

sctsmic aebtme explosves, used in turin* operations, is being viewed bv 
toe avab oatics as a floating time bomb as it drifts in one of the world’s 
busiest stopping braes.Coastguaxd, said authorities were ansiderine 
£ 2“ 016 ® tow, blow it up or, in the words of one 

wmwrfto stay cteir of a nine-mile zone aronnd the ship, drifting about 30 
miles off the southern England channel harbour of Portland. The five-man 
aewrook to toe ship’s lifeboat after fire broke out aboard toe 
fwroestrand. eady Tuesday. They were picked up by a French raw 
be&opter and transferred to Cherbourg. Coastguards said the British 

^ tne5ttlB1 ^ an< * reported that there 
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Sharaa meets senior Soviet officials 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Foreign Minister Faronq A1 Sharaa conferred on 
Tuesday with two senior Soviet officials in the first high-level contact 
between the two countries since Syrian forces moved into west Beirut 10 
days ago. The Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) said Mr. Sharaa met 
with the Soviet officials — Mikhail Syicoco. a roving ambassador, and 
Dennadaei Tarasov, deputy director of the Soviet Foreign Ministry. They 
discussed "international developments and the current situation in the 
Middle East,” said the agency. It gave no other details. The meeting at 
Mr. Sharaa's office also was attended by Soviet Charge d’Affaircs 
Alexander Axeoenko. The Soviet ambassador to Syria, Alexander 
Dzasokhov, is currently in Moscow for consultations. Mr. Syienco and 
Mr. Tarasov arrived on Monday in Syria. Their trip coincides with revived 
moves to convene an international conference on the Middle East under 
U.N. auspices. 
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-> Assad receives 

y French message 

; DAMASCUS (R) — A message 
‘ •: from French Prune Minister Jao- 

qnes Chirac dealing with events 
in Lebanon among other matters 
was delivered on Tuesday to 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad, 
the Syrian news agency (SANA) 
reported. Two Frenchmen are 
among 27 foreigners missing and 
- r b believed kidnapped in Lebanon. 
Syria played a major role last 
November in helping to secure 
_ the release of two other French 
hostages held there. 

{ Egyptian court 
‘fj rejects Numeiri case 

- v CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian 
court ruled on Tuesday that the 
issue of whether ousted Sudanese 
President Jaafar Numeiri should 
continue to have political asylum 
~V in Egypt was beyond its jurisdic- 
. ; non. Legal sources said the deri- 

sion of the Cairo administrative 
'* court after eight months of hear- 
ings could still be challenged in a 
higher court. The case was 
brooght by the Sudanese bar 
association which said Mr. 
Numeiri did not qualify for poli- 
^ dead asylum as be was wanted in 
... Sudan to stand trial on charges of 
- - treason, abuse of power and cor- 
ruption. 

Danny Kaye dies 

j - LOS ANGELES (AP) — Danny 
Kaye, ' the rubber-faced red- 
baited down who worked his way 
up from, busboy to Broadway, 

' television and tbe movies told was 
V.’. knows as toe “ambassador to toe 
world's cloldren,” died earl 


’ - ised Sunday and died at 3:58 a.m. 
(1158 GMT) of heart failure: 

Casey leaves hospital 

~ WASHINGTON (R) — Fonner 

. Central Intelligence Agency 

' (CIA) Director WflHam Casey, 

who had brain surgery in Decern- 
“ - her, -was released from George- 

_ town University hospital last 

Saturday, a hospital spokesman 
said. He said the hospital had no 
comment on Mr. Casey’s condi- 
tion. 
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Rifai: EC support for int’l 
conference is Arab victory 

King has turned down U.S. invitation and is now awaiting 
American deeds to show goodwill and seriousness 


Prime Minister continues Vienna talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai has described the European Commun- 
ity’s (EC) endorsement of the idea of conven- 
ing an international conference on the Mid- 
dle East as a victory for Arab diplomacy. 

In an interview with the Lon- Instead, the King ha s thal 
don-based Arabic-language toe U.S. take a series of measures 
magazine AI Sharq A! Awsat, to show goodwill and seriousness 
Mr. Rifai said it had been a tough over its policies of ab- 

task to convince the Western staining from selling arms to Iran 


In an interview with the Lon- Instead, the King ha s that 
don-based Arabic-language toe U.S. take a series of measures 
magazine AI Sharq AI Awsat, to show goodwill and seriousness 
Mr. Rifai said it had been a tough over its policies of ab- 

task to convince the Western staining from-seliing arms to Iran 
countries of toe soundness of the an d supporting the Arab idea of 
idea of an international peace an international peace confer- 
ee nfereuce on the Middle East as ence. 

called for by His Majesty King “Jordan has a long list of re- 
Hussein and supported by resolu- quests to be given to toe U.S. 
tions adopted by the Fez Arab before any serious thought w3I be 
summit of 1982 and the Islamic given to r esumin g hig h-level con- 
and non-aligned blocs of states, tacts with Washington,'’ Mr. 

Referring to- Israel's rejection Rifai said. We are now waiting 
of toe conference idea, Mr. Rifai for Washington to mlrp some 
said the Jewish state expected actions before such contacts ran 
that tbe outcome of the confer- be resumed. 

-ence would force it to withdraw — Jordan has decided not to 
from the occupied territories and request any arms from the U.S. 
that was toe reason for its insist- after Congress turned down ear- 
ence on direct talks. her requests. “We have started to 

In toe wide-ranging interview, diversify (sources for arms)." the 
published in toe latest issue of AJ prime minister, said. 

Sharq AI Awsat, Mr. Rifai said: — Consultations are under way 

— The U.S. has lost a great deal among Arab states in an effort to 
in the Middle East as a result of arrive at a common ground for all 
& arms sales to Iran. Washington Arab states, to attend and make.a 

snow trying to regain its crecHjfl- su ccess nf an Arab s mnmj t But, 

ity and has invited the King to Mr. Rifai added, “such a meeting 
visit the U.S. but toe King has is not an objective by Itself. It 
declined to accept tike invitation, should be convened with toe in- 


tention of arriving at a joint Arab 
stand that can handle all Arab 
issues at all levels.” 

The prime minister said Jordan 
believed in solidarity among all 
Arab states and could not see any 
justification for disputes among 
them. The Kingdom bases its 
policies and actions on the 
assumption that any dispute 
among Arab states should not 
reflect on joint Arab stands and 
cooperation, he said. Based on 
this belief, the prime minister 
said. His Majesty has been relen- 
tlessly working towards ending 
Arab differences and bringing 
Arab heads of state together. 

— Jordan believes in naturally 
strong relations among Arab 
states and therefore is seeking to 
return Egypt to toe Arab fold. 
Because of its central location 
between Egypt and Syria, Jordan 
is also trying to settle differences 
between the two countries, Mr. 
Rifai added. 

— Tbe only means to stop the 
six-and-a-half-year-old Gulf war 
is to persuade toe Iranian leaders 
to accept the reality that they 
could never be victorious in the 
battlefield or achieve their objec- 
tives. ‘‘President Saddam Hus- 
sein '(of Iraq) has. more than 
trace, reaffirmed that he .wants 
peace and an end to the conflict 
and proposed a peace plan,” Mr. 
Rifai noted. “But Iran’s rulers 


£5 I Geagea: Final Lebanon accord is distant 


Sweden probing 
its own ‘Irangate’ 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish 
authorities said Tuesday they 
were investigating toe role of past 
governments m an illegal 
ammunition shipments to Iran 
- and an arms smuggling scandal 
involving Sweden's biggest arm 
producer. The ammunition ship- 
ments affair was highlighted this 
week by a U.S. newspaper col- 
umnist who said the assassination 
of Prime Minister Olof Palme was 
linked to his attempts at media- 
tion in the Iran-Iraq war. Asser- 
tions by journalist Richard 
Reeves in Sunday’s New York 
Times magazine, although denied 
by toe present Swedish govern- 
ment, has fuelled speculation in 
Swedish newspapers that Mr. 
Palme’s unsolved murder may be 
connected to toe Swedish ‘Tran- 
gate” saga. 

U.S. to offer 
treaty on INF 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan said the United 
States would offer a draft treaty 
on medium-range missile reduc- 
tions at talks with the Soviet 
Union in Geneva today. Mr. 
Reagan also said in a brief tele- 
vised appearance in the White 
House briefing room that be was 
summoning Ambassador Max 
Rampehnan and the other top 
U.S. arms negotiators home for 
consultations later this week. He 
said they would then return to 
Geneva for detailed negotiations 
on toe arms pact 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
commander of Lebanon's biggest 
rightist militia said Tuesday a 
trace accord was the most be 
would consider in Syrian-spon- 
sored talks on reforms aimed at 
ending 12 yeazs of civil war. 

“I don't think it is time for a 
final political accord,” Lebanese 
Forces commander Samir Geagea 
told reporters. “We can’t see a 
long-term political agreement 
unto thousands of foreign troops 
(in Lebanon).” 

Syria moved 7,000 troops into 
west Beirut last month and has 
maintained about 25,000 soldiers 
in north and east Lebanon. Up to 
3,000 Israeli troops occupy a strip 
in the south of the country. 

Dr. Geagea said he was coordi- 
nating closely with President 
Amin Gemayel on an approach 
to a Syrian-backed peace plan 
agreed by Lebanese Muslim lead- 
ers this weekend. He said he had 
not yet seen the plan. 

“They (the Muslims) aretefling 
us ‘we have agreed among 
ourselves, take the agreement.’ It 
i s inconceivable," he said. 

Berri 

renews 

exchange 

offer 

BEIRUT (AP) — Justice Minis- 
ter Nabih Bern on Tuesday re- 
newed an offer to swap an Israeli 
airman held captive by his Sbi’ite 
Amal militia for Arab prisoners 
in Israeli jails plus three Amer- 
icans and one Indian kidnapped 
by extremists. 

“We are prepared for toe swap 
through toe International .Com- 
mittee of toe Red Cross as soon 
as toe four captives are released,” 
Mr. Bern told r news conference 
at his residence in west Beirut, 

The four educators were kid- 
napped from the campus of 

Beirut University College Jan. 24 j 

They are Robert PollriD, Alarm | 
Steen, Jesse Tomer and 
Mithileshwar Singh, a native of 
India and legal resident alien of 
the United States. 

An underground group calling 

itself Islamic Jihad for tbe Libera- 
tion of Palestine offered to swap 

the four educators for 400 Arab 
prisoners held in Israel. 

Israel has refused to negotiate 
toe swap and toe. kidnappers 
withdrew the offer after extend- 
ing. a deadline to mi. tbe* four 
.. teachers P*8* 


Prime Minister Rashid Karami, 
a Sunni Muslim, said Monday 
night the country’s fate depended 
on whether Mr. Gemayel, a 
Christian, accepted toe agree- 
ment. 

Dr. Geagea said he would not 
tolerate any diminution of pres- 
idential prerogatives or reforma- 
tion of toe Lebanese army, both 
believed to be elements of toe 
new plan. “We will never accept 
that the army is played with,” he 
said. 

He said contacts between Mr. 
Gemayel and the Syrians about 
political reform, before the latest 
peace initiative, had been vague 
and incomplete. 

He. said the truce accord lie 
envisaged would leave militia 
forces in place and would set up a 
new government to replace the 
present paralysed cabinet. 

The cabinet has not met since 
January 1986. Muslim ministers 
boycotted it after stiff Christian 
opposition blocked a previous Sy- 
rian-backed peace accord signed 
by representatives of Lebanon’s 
three main wiitifias in Dec. 1985. 


A presidential spokesman said 
Mr. Gemayel was due to receive 
soon a blueprint of toe political 
reforms demanded by the na- 
tion's Muslim leaders. 

The proposals, readied over 
toe weekend in Damascus, were 
passed on Mooday to Mr. 
Gemayel’s Sunni Muslim emis- 
sary Ham Saiam during a two- 
hour meeting with Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. 

Mr. Saiam will “hand over the 
proposals to the president upon 
his return to Lebanon, which is 
expected in 48 hours,” said tbe 
spokesman. 

The Lebanese media said toe 
blueprint involves three major 
amendments to toe Lebanese 
constitution designed to give 
Muslims a stronger say in the 
nation’s derision-making by cut- 
ting down the president’s powers. 

Ex-President Camille . Cha- 
moun's National Liberal Tarty, 
the second largest Christian poli- 
tical group, said toe reform prop- 
osals reached in Damascus “do 
not concern os.” 


Geneva talks on Euromissile 
elimination hit first snag 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
new U.S.-Soviet effort to elimin- 
ate medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles in Europe hit its first snag on 
Tuesday when superpower nego- 
tiators haggled over how to ex- 
tend their present round of arms 
control talks. 

Spokesmen for both sides 
agreed on Monday that nego- 
tiators on medium-range nrissfles 
would extend their talks beyond 
Wednesday, when toe present 
round of arms negotiations here 
was doe to end. 

Two other groups are negotiat- 
ing separately on long-range mis- 
sies and space weapons. The 
arms talks were originally due to 
restart on April 23. 

Bnt on Tuesday a dispute 
broke out over what was agreed, 
with the Soviets saying all three 
groups must continue their work. 
American negotiators insisted 
that only the group discussing 
medium-range missiles should re- 
main in Geneva. 

Chief Soviet negotiator Yuly 
Vorontsov and Chief American 
negotiator Max Kampehnan dis- 
appeared for a tete-a-tete discus- 
sion over lunch in a. secluded 
restaurant in an effort to resolve 
toe dispute, spokesmen for both 
sides said. 

Soviet negotiators have pre- 
sented tbe general outline of a 
new initiative to eliminate all 


medium-range missiles in Europe 
but wanted to extend the talks to 
spell out toe details. 

American negotiators said they 
wanted to use an extension to 
make a counter-offer on medium- 
range weapons in toe form of a 
proposed draft treaty on “Euro- 
missfles.” 

Western, diplomats following 
toe talks said the first real open- 
ing for a superpower arms accord 
came on Saturday when Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gotbachev shifted 
toe Kremlin stand ob medram- 
range “Euromisstles." 

The Pravda newspaper re- 
ported Tuesday that Mr. Gor- 
bachev said a superpower agree- 
ment on .medium-range missiles 
would be a “tremendous” step 
towards other accords on arms 
control and regional conflicts. 

Mr. Gorbachev made his com- 
ments during a meeting with Ice- 
land Prime Minister Steingrimur 
Hermannsson. 

At a news conference after the 
-meeting, Mr. Hermannsson said 
Mr. Gorbachev considers the 
Kremlin’s proposal to ban 

a move needed to break^tEe 
deadlock in arms control talks. 

“I understood... (Mr. Gor- 
bachev) to say that this had been 
decided in order to take the first 
step,” 'Mr. Hermannsson said. 


have turned down the offer as 
they did all other offers of peace 
and are continuing their war and 
causing more destruction." 

Mr. Rifai said the King was of 
the view that all Arab, Islamic 
and international efforts be 
pooled together to convince Iran 
not to pursue the fruitless war 
and if such an endeavour failed to 
achieve success in ending tbe war, 
other efforts should be exerted to 
prevent Iran from launching 
more acts of aggression against 
Iraq. 

On the situation in Lebanon, 
Mr. Rifai said it was the duty of 
all Arabs to contribute to the 
return of toe war-tom country as 
an independent state. The prime 
minister noted that last week’s 
deployment °f a Syrian force in 
west Beirut was in response to 
requests from local leaders and 
warring militias. 

“Lebanon,” said Mr. Rifai, “is 
in need of an external force to 
restore peace to the country and 
pave toe way for a national for- 
mula for reconciliation.” 

King Hussein, who met with 
Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel in Jordan and Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad in. 
Damascus last month, discussed 
such a formula and toe Syrian and 
Lebanese presidents are expected 
to meet soon, Mr. Rifai added. 


launch 

fresh 

offensive 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — An 
Iraqi general said Tuesday Iran 
was expected to launch a fresh 
ground assault across the south- 
ern warfront soon in an attempt 
to avenge heavy losses suffered in 
an earlier offensive. 

“We expect the enemy to re- 
peat its aggression attempt... to 
take revenge for the thousands of 
troops he lost over the past few 
weeks,” Lieutenant-General 
Dhiya’uldin Jamal, the Third 
Army Corps commander, said. 

He was speaking to reporters at 
his headquarters at toe southern 
city of Basra, toe target of a 
seven-week-long Iranian thrust 
which Iran declared over last 
week. 

Abdul Jabbar Muhsen, politic- 
al department head at Iraq’s De- 
fence Ministry, said last Friday 
Iran bad sustained about 200,000 
casualties in that offensive, leav- 
ing only 40,000 to 50,000 of its 
men still in tbe area. 

Iraq’s defence minister, Gener- 
al Adrian Khairallah, visited adv- 
anced Third Army Corps posi- 
tions east of Basra on Monday. 

Both sides have reported fierce 
fighting on the southern front 
since Iran announced last Thurs- 
day that its latest offensive was 
over. 

In Kuwait, the secretary-gener- 
al of tbe Organisation of Mamie 
Conference (OIQ, voicing con- 
cern at the latest flare-op in the 
Iran-Iraq war. on Tuesday un- 
veiled a fresh bid to end tbe 
conflict. 

Sharifuddin Pirzadeh held talks 
with Kuwait’s emir, Sheikh Jaber 
AI Ahmad AI Sabah, who as host 
of a summit last January for the' 
46-member OIC is current chair- 
man of toe organisation. 

The secretary-general told 
newsmen afterwards: “The emir 
of Kuwait, as chairman, mil send 
a communication to Iran and 
Iraq, so that contacts can be 
made to create an end to toe 
conflict.” 


VIENNA (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai met here on 
Tuesday with Austria's Foreign 
Minister Alois Mock with whom 
he discussed Jordanian-Austrian 
relations an reviewed develop- 
ments in tbe Middle East region, 
the Gulf war and the situation in 
Lebanon. 

The meeting included a work- 
ing lunch attended by Royal 
Court Chief Marwan At Qasem 
and Mr. Adnan Taibouni, Jor- 
dan's ambassador to Vienna, as 
well as a number of Foreign 
Ministry officials. 

The Austrian minister made a 
brief speech at lunch {Raising His 
Majesty King Hussein's efforts 
for reaching a just and durable 


solution to the Palestine problem, 
and praising relations between 
Jordan and Austria. 

Mr.. Rifai and Mr. Qasem ar- 
rived here on Monday to join His 
Majesty King Hussein in talks 
with Austrian President Kurt 
Waldheim and also to accompany 
toe King on a visit to West 
Germany due to start on Thurs- 
day. Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor are on a 
private visit to Austria. 

Mr. Rifai on Monday met with 
Austrian Chancellor Franz Vra- 
nitsky with whom he reviewed 
bilateral relations and world 
issues. 

Mr. Rifai explained Jordan's 
policies and its continuous efforts 


under King Hussein for a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle East. 
Mr. Rifai also voiced Jordan’s 
appreciation for Europe's sup- 
port for tbe convening of an inter- 
national conference to find a 
solution to the Middle East con- 
flict. He also spoke about Jor- 
dan's five-year development 
scheme for the occupied West 
Bank. 

Mr. Rifai and Mr. Vranitsky 
agreed to continue their talks in 
Amman soon to discuss bilateral 
cooperation in trade and agricul- 
ture. 

Tbe meeting was attended by 
Mr. Qasem and Ambassador 
Talhouni and senior Austrian 
officials. 


Israelis impose curfew on Batata? 
Askar amid continuing protests 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Protests erupted in 
two areas of the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank on Tuesday after 
Israeli troops shot dead a Palesti- 
nian student in the city of Nablus 
on Monday, an army spokesman 
said. 

He said toe army imposed a 
curfew on tbe Balata refugee 
camp outside Nablus after resi- 
dents set up barricades and threw 
rocks at Israeli soldiers earlier on 
Tuesday. 

In Ramallah. protests were re- 
ported at a women’s teacher 
training college. The spokesman 
said students burned tyres and set 
up roadblocks. 

• Soldiers on Monday shot dead 
a Palestinian student and 
wounded another who the army 
claimed had runaway after they 
were ordered to stop for an 
identity check. 

Tbe incident came after toe 
Israeli authorities banned a 
march planned to commemorate 
the first anniversary of toe assas- 
sination of Nablus Mayor Zafer 
AI Masri. 

The Israeli army also imposed 
a curfew on Askar camp where 
masked demonstrators stoned 


Israeli soldiers, according to the 
Palestine Press Service, which 
monitors news in the occupied 
territories. 

Some 20,000 Palestinians live 
in the Balata and Askar camps, 
which are both on the outskirts of 
, Nablus, some 55 kilometres north 
of Jerusalem. 

Service banned 

The army also banned at short 
notice a memorial ceremony for 
Mr. Masri. 

The army ordered the AJ 
Hakawati Theatre in East Jeru- 
salem closed for 12 hours to 
prevent a ceremony marking the 
anniversary of Mr. Masri's assas- 
sination. 

About 150 West Bank not- 
ables. including the mufti of Jeru- 
salem, unaware toe meeting had 
been banned, appeared at the 
theatre along with representa- 
tives of foreign consulates, and 
held an impromptu ceremony 
outside. 

In Jerusalem, an Israeli bus 
was stoned and an Israeli passen- 
ger was injured outside the wal- 
led Old City, reports said. 

In Jericho, Palestinian truck 
drivers used their lorries to block 


Reagan hunts for 
new CIA director 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan urgently 
sought a new director of toe 
Centra] Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) on Tuesday, hoping to 
enlist a nominee of high prestige 
who is untainted by the Iran- 
contra scandal. 

Despite a flurry of speculation 
involving some half a dozen 
possible candidates, there were 
signs toe administration was hav- 
ing trouble finding someone 
ready to take on tbe job- 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater was unable to tell 
reporters whether an announce- 
ment was to be made Tuesday. 
Otoe, aides said an announce- 
ment was unlikely on Tuesday. 

Howard Baker; Mr. Reagan’s 
new chief of staff, said on Mon- 
day a' plan to have the president 
announce a new nominee at toe 
same time as toe name of Robert 
Gates, tbe acting director, was 
withdrawn “didn’t quite come 
together.” 

He said the finding of a new 
director “is an urgent item on the 
president's agenda and we hope 
to have a name to submit very 
soon indeed.” 

The evident difficulty in finding 
a new CIA chief underlined Mr. 
Reagan’s potential problems in 
filling personnel spots as he 
moves into his last two years in 
office weakened by toe scandal 
over the secret sale of arms to 
Iran and diversion of profits to 
U.S.- backed rebels in Nicaragua. 

In withdrawing Mr. Gates' 
name, Mr. Reagan bowed to Sen- 
ate pressure and Mr. Gates’ own 
fears, expressed in a letter to the 
president, that a prolonged 
period of uncertainty over his 
confirmation by toe Senate would 
harm toe CIA. 

Mr. Gates’ nomination to suc- 
ceed ailing former CIA chief Wi- 
liam Casey bad . run into trouble 
because of the CIA's role in the 
Iran-contra scandal at a time 
when he was deputy director. 

On Tuesday Mr. Reagan work- 
ed on an address to toe nation 
seen as crucial in his effort to 
demonstrate that be is firmly in 
charge of the government despite 
last week’s damaging report by a 
presidential panel that showed 


him detached and unaware of 
what his National Security Coun- 
cil staff was doing. 

Some of Mr. Reagan’s 
strongest supporters are urging 
that the address, to be made 
Wednesday night on television, 
contai" an admission that the 
Iran i icy had been wrong. So 
far Mr. Reagan has defended the 
policy, while acknowledging that 
serious mistakes were made only 
in its execution. 

Leaving unclear what tack Mr. 
Reagan will take, Mr. Baker said 
Monday he believed the speech 
“will have a profound effect on 
toe country’s perception of his 
role as president and his future 
ability to govern.” 

Fitzwater was asked on Tues- 
day to comment on new poll 
figures showing that the public 
approval rating for Mr. Reagan 
now stood at a four-year low of 42 
per cent. 

“They’ll go up,” Fitzwater re- 
plied. 

Hie New York Times-CBS 
News survey showed that only 24 
per cent believed that Mr. 
Reagan was really in charge of 
the government and 51 per cent 
believed Mr. Reagan was lying 
when be told investigators he did 
not remember when he approved 
arms sales to Iran. 

However, 62 per cent said they 
believed Mr. Reagan would make 
sure that the White House staff 
was brought under tighter control 
as a result of last week’s report by 
a commission headed by fonner 
Texas Senator John Tower. 

Mr. Reagan had a meeting on 
Tuesday with his National Secur- 
ity Adviser Frank Carlucci. 

Fitzwater said Mr. Reagan was 
also to go to toe office building 
adjoining the White House to 
meet toe ■ staff of toe National 
Security council- It was there that 
toe Iran-contra policies were 
hatched. 

The spokesman refused to 
comment on the names being | 
mentioned as a possible new CIA 
chief. But he said he would guide 
reporters away from the specula- 
tion involving fonner National 1 
Security Adviser Brent Scow- 
croft, a member of the Tower 
panel. 


the streets in a demonstration 
against low prices for their goods 
in toe West Bank and restrictions 
on exports. 

Syrian complaint at U.N. 

Syrain has complained to toe 
United Nations that the Israeli 
authorities were blocking the ex- 
port of citrus fruit from toe Gaza 
Strip to the countries of the Euro- 
pean Community. 

In a letter to Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, pub- 
lished at toe United Nations on 
Thesday, Syrian U.N. Charge 
d’ Affaires Abdul Moumen AI 
Atassi said: “These measures 
threaten to create a slump in 
citrus production, which consti- 
tutes toe primary source of in- 
come in toe Gaza Strip. 

“They are causing heavy losses 
to fanners and all those working 
in the field of citrus production 
and threaten to bring about eco- 
nomic disaster.” 

The Syrian envoy said toe 
Israeli action was a violation of 
the Geneva conventions, the 
U.N. charter and toe “legitimacy 
of the economic rights endorsed 
by the United Nations." 


Craxi 

resigns 

ROME (AP) — Socialist Premier 
Bettmo Craxi, faced with bitter 
divisions in his five-party coali- 
tion, resigned Tuesday, ending 
Italy '5 longest-lived post-war gov- 
ernment. 

The resignation, which had 
been expected, plunged Italy into 
-a political crisis that politicians 
said could lead to general elec- 
tions this spring, a year ahead of 
schedule. 

President Francesco Cossiga 
asked Mr. Craxi, Italy’s first 
socialist premier, to stay on as 
caretaker until the new, 46to 
post-war government is formed. 

Mr. Craxi, whose term lasted 
3 Vt years, told coalition leaders 
last Friday that he intended to 
resign this week due to feuding 
over which party should hold the 
premiership. 

He announced the decision 
Tuesday afternoon in a nationally 
televised speech to the Senate 
and then formally presented his 
resignation to Mr. Cossiga at the 
Quirinal Palace. 

In his 20-minute speech, Mr. 
Craxi said he was resigning be- 
cause coalition differences had 
created “a political atmosphere 
that has become stifling and 
harmful for everyone." 

He said be was leaving after 
“3V6 years of political stability, 
after arguments won and argu- 
ments lost.” 

“The image of Italy has grown 
m the world... progress made, 
stability found,” he said as Fore- 
ign Minister Giutio Andreotti, a 
potential successor, sat stone- 
faced on his right. 

Mr. Craxi, 53, had been in 
office since August 1983 at toe 
head of a coalition of Socialists, 
Christian Democrats, Republi- 
cans, Liberals and Soda! Demo- 
pats. He was credited with bring- 
ing political and economic stabil- 
ity to a country accustomed to 
revolving-door governments. 

Mr. Cossiga will consult with 
various political leaders before 
appointing a premier-designate, 
possibly later this week. He is 
widely expected to choose Mr. 
Andreotti, a Christian Democrat 
who has served as premier five 
times. 
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Chadian rebels announce ceasefire; 
claim U.S. troops on 16th parallel 

Qadhafi condemns ‘foreign troops in Chad’ 


LONDON (R) — The leader of the Libyan-backed 
Transitional Government of National Unity (GUNT) 
rebel coalition in Chad announced a three -day 
ceasefire and said U.S. soldiers had appeared at the 
16th parallel which divides the state. 


GUNT leader Acheikh Ibn 
Ouraar made the announcement 
in a televised speech to the Li- 
byan General People's Congress 
at Sabha Monday, in southern 
Libya, which was monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC). 

He said the ceasefire was to 
mark the tenth anniversary of the 
establishment of the People'd 
Jamahariyah in Libya and to 
show the GUNT s readiness to 
seek a peaceful settlement. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi welcomed the ceasefire 
announcement and called on the 
N’Djamena government to “get 
rid of the French and Americans" 
in order to make peace possible. 

Acheikh Ibn Oumar said Presi- 
dent Hissene Habre was only able 
to control southern Chad because 
of “blatant intervention" by 
France aided by “American im- 
perialism." 

The GUNT leader said Mr. 
Habre was also backed by Egypt 
and Zaire. 

France, which supports the 
Habre government, has an esti- 
mated 2,400 troops in the southern 


half of its former colony but has 
avoided sending them over the 
16th parallel, known as the red 
line. The line has effectively di- 
vided Chad into a Libyan-held 
north and a government-control- 
led south for four years. 

Washington has also sent mate- 
rial aid to the government. 

"We Chad’s forces, cannot rec- 
ognise or be subjected to any 
faked government which is estab- 
lished in our country by the pow- 
er of French, American and other 
aircraft and armies,” the GUNT 
leader said. 

He added that the GUNT was 
prepared to continue its armed 
struggle “at any cost and at any 
distance against France, against 
America, against the racist reg- 
ime in the south of the continent 
and against the Zionist regime 
and all sorts of reactionary 
aspects.” 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi on Monday urged Chad 
to rid itself of the French and 
American “presence” in order to 
make peace with Libya. 

“If (Chad President Hissene) 
Habre gets rid of the French and 


the Americans, then there would 
not be any problem between him 
and us,” Col. Qadhafi said during 
a speech broadcast on Libyan 
state television and monitored in 
London. 

“Quite the contrary, Libya 
would then help him and he could 
have reconciliation,” Col. 
Qadhafi said. 

Libyan troops occupy the 
northern half of Chad and have 
been battling government forces 
since December. 

The official Libyan News 
Agency JANA, monitored in 
Rome, carried excerpts of the 
speech by Col. Qadhafi in Sabha. 

Col. Qadhafi said he welcomed 
the ceasefire announcement by 
Acheikh Ibn Oumar, adding that 
Libya would make the “utmost 
efforts” to reconcile all Chadians. 

“We do not believe that 
Acheikh Ibn Oumar or Goukouni 
Oueddei are seeking power,” 
Col. Qadhafi said in his broadcast 
speech. “They are seeking peace 
for Chad, unity for Chad and the 
Chadian people to be free to 
choose. They can choose Habre 
or Oumar or Goukouni.” 

Col. Qadhafi once backed Mr. 
Goukouni, a former Chadian 
.president overthrown by Mr. 
Habre. 

“There can be no accord in the 
presence of imperialist forces at 
our borders," Col. Qadhafi said 


at the celebrations. 

He added in the broadcast 
speech: “The confrontation is 
with the French and the Amer- 
ican forces ... if tomorrow, the 
French and the Americans leave, 
and if it becomes clear to me that 
there is a government in Chad 
which is not hostile to Libya, then 
tomorrow I would invite its presi- 
dent to come here and I would 
have discussions with him, no 
problem.” 

Chad government radio, in re- 
ports monitored Monday in the 
Ivory Coast, said that Chadian 
government forces repulsed an 
attack by Libyans in the north 
western mountains of Chad. 

JANA, om a dispatch report- 
ing Col. Qadhafi's speech, said 
the leader “warned against the 
danger of indulging in consumer- 
ism and the flooding of the mar- 
ket with imported goods.” 

Libyan consumers have for 
years suffered from a shortage of 
such goods as toilet paper, soap 
and meat. 

Col. Qadhafi also declared in 
his speech, according to JANA: 
“I confirm that the aim of the 
revolution is only to make the 
Libyan people free. I have no 
vision to impose upon you. I did 
not launch the revolution to gov- 
ern you.” 

Col. Qadhafi took power in a 
1969 coup. 


Qadhafi condemns Iranian 
bombing of Baghdad 


U.S. to indict Israeli 


colonel for role in spy case 


LONDON (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has conde- 
mned the “war of the cities” 
between Iraq and Iran and said 
that although Tripoli backed the 
Iranian revolution it opposed the 
shelling of Baghdad. 

Col. Qadhafi. in a speech car- 
ried live by Libyan television and 
monitored by the British Boad- 
casting Corporation (BBC), said 


Tripoli's stand towards the Ira- 
nian Revolution was unshaken 
but ”... When it is a question of 
missile attacks on Baghdad ... we 
cannot accept it, nor' can we 
consider it an act necessitated by 
the revolution.” 


“I am against the shelling of 
Tehran, Tabriz, Isfahan, Dezfiil 
and Qom,” Col. Qadhafi said. 


Reagan to name Pelletreau 
as new envoy to Tunisia 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
President Reagan on March 2 
announced his intention to 
nominate Robert Pelletreau, Jr., 
a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service Class of Minister 
Counsellor, as ambassador to 
Tunisia, succeeding Peter Sebas- 
tian. 

Mr. Pelletreau has been deputy 


assistant secretary of defence for 
Near East and South Asia since 
1985. Since entering the Foreign 

Service in 1962, he has served in 
Morocco, Mauritania, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Algeria, Syria and 
Bahrain as well as Washington. 

In Bahrain he served as U.S. 
ambasssador. 


Iran pardons 1,800 prisoners 


LONDON (R) — Iran’s spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruholiah 
Khomeini has pardoned 1,800 
prisoners in three cities in the 
south eastern province of Sistan- 
BaJuchislan, the Iranian News 
Agency IRNA reported Tuesday. 

The pardons were among those 
granted on last month's eighth 


anniversary of the Islamic Re- 
volution, tiie agency, received in 
London, said. 

It quoted the head of the pro- 
vinnaal revolutionaiy courts as 
saying that of the 1,800, some 
1,300 had been released and the 
others had had their sentences 
commuted. 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — The 
United States will charge an 
Israeli air force colonel with 
espionage for his alleged role in 
recruiting convicted spy Jonathan 
Jay Pollard, Israel Radio re- 
ported Tuesday. 

The report said prosecutors 
would ask a U.S. grand jury Co 
indict Col. Aviem Sella. 

The report by the state-run 
radio’s respected Washington 
correspondent Shimon Setuffer 
Quoted officials in the' U.S.^jus- 
tice Department as saying; 
charges 1 against • three 14 ;' other 
Israelis involved in the affair 
would be filed soon. 

Indictments against Col. Sella 
and the others would violate what 
Israel has viewed as an unspoken 
agreement that the United States 
would not file charges against any 
Israelis in exchange for Israel's 
cooperation in the Pollard indict- 
ment. 

Pollard, a 32-year-old former 
U.S. civilian navy analyst who 
pleaded guilty to espionage 
charges last summer, is due to be 
sentenced Wednesday and could 
be sentenced to life imprison- 
ment. 

Israel apologised to die United 
States at the time of Pollard's 
arrest and said the spy ring was an 
isolated renegade operation. 

But Pollard, in a statement last 
week to a U.S. district court. 


TKd 'tffiwspSpdr Ha'aretz 
reported an Israeli diplomat was 
summonedNor a “serious discus- 
sion" at the State Department 
last week, when U.S. officials 


complained that Israel was going 
back on a promise not to reward 


back on a promise not to reward 
Israelis involved in the scandal. 

Israeli sources, speaking to 
the Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity, said a compromise 
had been worked out with the 
U.S. Defence _ Department 
whereby Col. Sella would receive 
an increase in responsibility with- 
out an actual promotion in rank. 

But the sources said Col. Sella 
might receive a higher rank later. 

Col. Sella was recently prom- 
oted to commander of Israel's 
second . largest air base, although 
Israeli sources told Reuters in Tel 
Aviv the highly-decorated fighter 
pilot was denied elevation to Bri- 
gadier General because of U.S. 
pressure. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15:39 Koran 

1&50 Cartoons (Flinsionc) 

1 & 1 Q Children's programme 

17:90 Children's programme 

17:2* Walt Disney 

18:10 Arabic series 

19i20 Local programme 

2040 News in Arabic 

29:30 Message from Cairo 

20:40 Arab series 

21:40 Wrestling 

22^5 Arab series 

23:09 News in Arabic 


21:55 News Summary 

2240 Evening Show Continued 

2340 News Summary 

2345 Evening Show Continued 

23:57 ..News Headlines 

2440 Close Down 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


quitics of Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa 
(Citadel Hill). Opening boors: 9.00 


EXHIBITIONS 


a.m- -5 .00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 pjn.). 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720, 1323 KHz 


* An exhibition o< plastic arts marking 
the U ni ve r s ity of Jordan's i3vct jnbilcc 
at the uni ver si ty (until Mar 4). 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1840 ‘Des chiffrcs et des letires 

Uk 28 L'ecole des fans 

1940 News in French 

19:15 Aujonrd Tun cn Jordanic 

19J0 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

2040 News in Arabic 

2th30 Three's Company 

21:10 Documentary: “A gentle way 
with cancer” (cps. 1 ) 

2240 News in English 

22:20 Bestseller: Captain and the 
Kings cps. (5) 


RADIO JORDAN 


855 KHz. AM 3t 99 MHz. FM 
& partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Tel: 774111-19 

07:00 Light Music 

07:30 Newsdesk 

0840 Morning Show 

J040 News Summary 

1045 Morning Show Ctontd. 

1140 Country Music 

11:30 Songs from Movies 

1240 News Summary 

1245 Readings 

li-j fl Pop Session 

1340 News Summary 

1345 FopSesskm 

1448 News Bulletin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

14*30 Follow the Wind 

1540 Concert Hoar 

1640 News in Summary 

1445 Instrumentals 

1040 Old favourites 

1740 Jordan Weekly 

17-30 Pop Session 


0640 Newsdesk 0640 People and Pets 
0&40 Book Choice 0645 Reflections 
0640 Financial News 1740 World 
News 0749 24 Hours: News Summary 
0740 Report on Religion 0745 The 
World Today 0840 Newsdesk 1840 
Meridian 0940 World News 0949 24 
Hours: News Summary 09-J0 Develop- 
ment *87 1040 World News 1049 
Reflections 10:15 Classical Record Re- 
view 10:30 Quote Unquote 1140 
World News 1149 British Press Re- 
view 11:15 The World Today 1140 
Financial News; Look Ahead 1145 
Patrick Martyn's Musk Bos 1240 
News Summary; Omnibus 1236 My 
Word 1140 World News 1349 News 
About Britain 13:15 People and Pels 
Lk25 A Letter from Wales 1346 Meri- 
dian 1440 Radio Newsreel 14:15 Mas- 
terpiecc in Miniature 1445 The Farm- 
ing World 14:45 Sports Round-up 
15:09 World News 1549 24 Hours: 
News Summary 1540 Development 
U7 1640 News Summary; Outlook 


• An an cxtribitJoc by Abdul Naser 
Odeh at the Jordanian Plastic Artists 
Association in Jabal Laweftdcb (until 
March 7). 


Dosed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gaflery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, .ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Is l amic 
artists horn most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19ih Century orientalist artists. Muuta- 
zab. Jabal Luwnbdeh. Opening hours: 

10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 pmL- 

6.00 p jn. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 


• An art exfubhioa depicting social life 
m Jordan and Egypt by Ibrahim Tan- 
bouli at the Petra Bank Gallery. 


* “L'avcnxr d’EmSe" a French Fhn at 
840 p.m. at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. 


Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Moon): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City, Amman. 
Opening bouts 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


DOCUMENTARY 


CHURCHES 


* Friends of Archaeology— Shu show- 
ing about hotorical restoration in Tur- 
key, at 7:00 pjn. at the American 
Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


1645 Report on Religion 1740 Radio 
Newsreel 17:15 A Musk of Wort 1740 


Newsreel 17:15 A Musk of Wort 17:30 
Two Cheers tor February lfcM World 
News 1849 Commentary 18:15 Rock 
Salad 1845 The World Today 1940 
World News 1949 A Letter from 
Wales 19:15 Technologies for die 21st 
Century 1946 New Ideas 1940 Book 
Choice 1940 Sports Round-up 2040 
Newsdesk 23:45 Internationa] Soccer 
Special 2345 Soccer Con id. 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


MW 1260 & SW 7200, 9S63, 11740, 
11925 and 15210 Hz 


Royal Cultural Centre .. TeL 66102OT 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.MA 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 


1840 News Summary 

1845 Rock Profile 


1845 RoekProHe 

18- J0 Musk 

1940 NewsDesk 

19- J0 Date with a Star 

2041 Evening Show 

2140 News Summary 

2145 Evening Show Coutd. 


0540 News 05:10 NewsGne 0530 VOA 
Morning 0640 News 06:11 Newsline 
0fc30 VOA Morning 0740 News 07:10 
Newsline 07:36 VOA Morning 8840 
News 08:10 Newsline 0830 VOA 
Morning 17:00 News 17:10 Newsline 
1740 Musk USA 1840 News 18:10 
Focus 18:30 Special English News & 
Features 1940 News 19:10 Newsline 
19*30 Magazine Show 2040 News 
20:10 Focus 20:30 Special English 
News & Features 2140 News 21:10 
Newsline America 2L30 Musk USA 
Jazz 2240 News & Editorial 22:15 
Music USA Jazz 2340 News 23:10 
World Report 


MUSEUMS 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum.™ Fun and knowledge for aD 
ages, ph** a wwall planetarium. Open 
all week 940 a.m - 140 p.m. and &30 


St- Joseph Church (Reman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church of (hr AmHUMdalion (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
Temonta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeh, mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. TeL- 622366 

Church at the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdafi. Td. 623541. 
AagBcan Church (Chun* of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Td. 678906. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh, 
Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Td. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, Td. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chveh Jabal 
Amman, 6 th Grek, (Rev. N. Smir), 
Td. 811295. 


all week 940 a.m - 140 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m. - 640 p.m. Closed on Friday. 


PRAYER TIMES 


FaUm Mnwuin: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba mid Jerasfa (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 pjn. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 

Jordan Ar rham ln g fcal Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 


8440 Fajr 

05S8 , (Sunrise) Doha 

1148 Dfauhr 

1545 ‘AST 

Ufc55 




Carnage at Shatila: ShatOa Palestinian nibble after three months of shelling which des- 
Refngee Camp — or what’s left of it — is seen troyed or seriously damaged 95 per cent of the 


through a Shi’ite Amal militia siege barrier. Four buildings, 
thousand Palestinian refugees still live among the 


propose 
to scrap 


Lavi 


This report has been subjected to 
Israeli military' censorship 


U.S. 

reportedly 
asked 
Carter 
to cancel 
Syria trip 


Runcie seeks Fadlaliah ’s 


help to free Terry Waite 


claimed that the “highest eche- 
lons” in Israeli government 
helped coordinate his spy activi- 
ties. 

The expected U.S. action 
against Col. Sella came ami d 
growing tensions between the Un- 
ited States and Israel over reports 
that the air force colonel was 
recently promoted to an undis- 
closed high-level post in the 
military. 


NEW YORK (R) — The Reagan 
administration has asked former 
President Jimmy Carter to drop 
plans to visit Syria this month but 
he has refused, the New York 
Times reported Tuesday. 

“We've explained what our 
policy is and certainly we tried to 
encourage him not to go,” the 
newspaper quoted a government 
official as saying. 

The newspaper quoted admi- 
nistration officials as saying Mb’. 
Carter had refused the request 
and had said he would be going as 
a private citizen, not as an emis- 
sary of the government. 

Mr. Carter was not available 
for comment, the newspaper 
said. 


BEIRUT (AP) — A pro-Iranian 
ShTite Muslim cleric has received 
a letter from Archbishop of Can- 
terbury Robert Runcie thanking 
him for efforts to free hostage 
negotiator Terry Waite, a leftist 
newspaper said Tuesday. 

As Safir said Sheikh Moham- 
mad Hussein Fadlaliah, a leader 
of the radical Shi’ite Hezbollah, 
received R unde’s letter “a few 
days ago.” 

There was no imm ediate reac- 
tion to the daily newspaper's re- 
port from officials at Runde's 
seat, Lambeth Palace. 

Hezbollah, or Party of God, is 
made up of Shi’ite extremists 
loyal to Iran’s revolutionary pat- 
riarch Ayatollah Ruholiah 
Khomeini. 

Mr. Waite, Runde’s personal 
emissary, went missing on Jan. 20 
when he left his west Beirut 


seaside Rivera Hotel to negotiate 
with holders of two American 
hostages kidnapped in 1985. 

Ronde, the papier said, had 
“sent a letter to Fadlaliah upon 
Mr. Waite’s abduction requesting 
his help” in obtaining the Angli- 
can Church envoy’s freedom. 

Fadlaliah replied to Runde's 
first letter “explaining that he had 
exerted intensified efforts, but 
failed to obtain the Anglican en- 
voy's freedom,” the paper said in 
its unattributed report. It did not 
elaborate. 

In addition to Mr. Waite, 26 
foreigners are missing and be- 
lieved kidnapped in Lebanon. 

.They are eight Americans, six 
Frenchmen, two Britons, two 
West Germans, two unidentified, 
two Saudis, one Italian, one Irish- 
man, oue South Korean and an 
Indian. 


Iranian guerrillas claim 
killing 6 Tehran agents 


However, .the New York Times! 
also reported- the officials saying 
that ifMr. Outer does go ahead 
‘ with the visit, they were consider- 
ing asking him to deliver an offi- 
cial message to Syria about U.S. 
hostages in Lebanon. 

They said Syrian influence with 
Iranian-backed groups believed 
to be holding some of the hos- 
tages may have increased since a 
new contingent of Syrian troops 
was deployed in west Beirut last 
week. 


The administration bad no im- 
mediate comment on the report. 

The newspaper also quoted a 
Carter associate, Kenneth Stein, 
as saying Mr. Carter had no firm 
plans for a stop in Syria when be 
tours the Middle East later this 
month. 

Mr. Stein said the tour would 
include Algeria, Egypt, Jordan 
and Israel and that a possible visit 
to Damascus had been discussed. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian anti-government guerrillas 
claimed Tuesday they shot- dead 
six and - wounded, another four 
government agents in a gunbattle 
in the city of Mashad in north east 
Iran last month. 

The guerrillas lost one man and 
two “innocent bystanders" were 
also killed when the attacked 
government Revolutionary 
Guards “fired wildly in every 
direction during the extensive 
confrontation said a statement 
by tb People’s Mujahedeen. 

The statement was telexed to 
the Associated Press in Nicosia 
from the Washington office of the 
group, the most active organisa- 
tion fighting against the govern- 
ment of Ayatollah Ruholiah 
Khomeini. 

It added that Abdul Rahim 
Barati, "an important intelli- 
gence agent in Mashad, was 
among the dead. 

More than 100 Revolutionary 
Guards were mobilised from 


throughout the diy to fight off 
the attack which was launched 
during the night on Feb. 14, the 
statement said. 


Earlier Mujahedeen state- 
ments said that on the same date 
Revolutionary Guards opened 
fire on hundreds of people in the 
north western dty of Tabriz 
who were protesting against the 
Iran-Iraq war, wounding several. 

In a statement issued Monday 
the Mujahedeen claimed killing 
20 Revolutionary Guards during 
an attack on a Guards base in 
Ban eh in western Iran. 


probably only accommodate be- 
tween 7*5 and 150 in its order of 
battle, thus increasing the unit 
cost. 

Zakheim presented a series of 
alternatives to Israel in January, 
including two versions of the F-16 
incorporating some of the 
ground-breaking Israeli cockpit 
computer systems. 

He said the cheapest F-16 
alternative would cost $14.6 mil- 
lion a plane, a figure on which 
Israeli offidals have since cast 
serious doubt. 


The Iranian government has 
not commented on any of the 
Mujahedeen claims, which could 
not be confirmed independently. ' 

The guerrilla group has re- 
ported an increase in its opera- 
tions inside Iran over the past 
month, inducting an attack in 
which Hadi Khamenei, the 
brother of President Ali 
Khamenei was wounded. 


U.S. Rep. Lee Hamilton chair- 
man of the House Foreign Affairs 
Mideast Subcommittee, said at 
the time that the U.S. General 
Accounting Office report raised 
“serious finandal questions" ab- 
out the controversial project. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tarmlnal 2) 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian information department at 
the Queen Alia international Airport 
TeL (08) 53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Twin Inal 1) 


0fc» Frankfort (LH) 

0841 Cairo, London (BA) 

•845 Damascus, Tripoli (PK) 

10:15 Damascus. Rome (AZ) 

1040 D am ascus (IY) 

12tf0 Cairo (MS) 

1245 Laruaca, Zurich (SR) 

1440 Doha, Muscat (GF) 

1540 - Kuwait (KU) 

1545 Kuwait (LN) 

1640 Medina. Jeddah (SV) 

19-30 Baghdad (1A) 

2031 Soa'amn 

2330 Rio de Janeiro (LA) 

0045 Karachi (PK) 


0940 Aqaba (RJ) 

0930 Cairo (RJ) 

0930 Damascus (All 

1040 Kuwait (RJ) 

1040 Dubai. Aim Dhabi (RJ) 

17:20 ■ Cairo fRJ) 

1745 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
1845 ....Los Angeles. Chicago, Vienna (RJ) 

1835 London, Geneva (RJ) 

L845 Bangkok (RJ) 

19:15 Madrid, Belgrade (RJ) 

0148 Baghdad (RJ) 


Amman governors ie 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

GrU Defence Ubid .... 271293, 273133 

CM Defence O n wc i s m ch 770733 

CM Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

Fust aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

CM Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4, 624881 
Municipal water coinpiaiins 771125/8 
Queen Alia IntL Airport (08)53330/60 


Jordan Television - 77311/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Minisay o/Towism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints - 661176 

Telephone Information — 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service H 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Halim Musa 643470 

Dr. Mohammad Abbadi 778959 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


HOSPITALS 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


0745 Karachi (PB 

0930 Sana’a (IY) 

1135 Cairo (MS) 


Tuesday rates 

Local seU/btry rates in Sis 

Belgian franc 89/ 90 

Dutch guilder ............... 1(321 165.3 

French franc 553/ 56 

Italian Gra 25.9 / 26.2 

Japanese yen (for 100) 22031 222.6 

Swedish crown 52-3 1 52.9 

Swiss franc 219.1/ 221.7 

U-K. sterling pound 527-2/ 535.6 

U.S. doQar 338-6/ 341 S 

W. German mark .......... 184 21 186.6 


Salam Pharmacy 636730 

Neiroukh Pharmacy 723672 

Saheb pharmacy 668056 


1246 Aba Dhabi, Bahrain (GF 

1345 Kuwait ( KU) 

1445 Tripoli (LN) 

15:10 Jeddah. Medina (SV) 


Hnssein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kfca&dj Maternity . J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akifeh Maternity. J. Amn..„ 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 612362 

Maflras.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sbmdsairi 664171/4 

Sfameisani Hospital 669L31 

University Hospital ............... 845843 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Mamie. Abdafi 666127/37 

AI-Ahh, Abdali 6641M/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army.Marka 881611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


TAXIS: 

N**l taxi 644438 

Talal taxi 640031 

Faisal taxi 627051 

Rashid taxi 636358 


SALT: 

Dr. Abdul Razzak Nsowr ( — ) 


numb 

Dr. Hamzeh Anaqreh ...... 240759- 

Abn Rujd’ pharmacy (— ) 


17:45 Athens, Damascus (OA) 

18:15 Baghdad (IA) 

1830 Paris, Damascus (AF 

19i30 Damascus (IY 

2230 Baghdad (IA 

23415 Tripoli, Damascus (PK 


WEATHER 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Farah Akrabawj .'.981923 

Palestine pharmacy ( — ) 


Bulletin suppbed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


MARKET PRICES 


It will be partly dotxhr, with chances 
for scattered rain, ana winds will be 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
fTennlnai 1) 


northwesterly moderate to fresh. In 
Aqaba, it will be partly dandy, with 
chances tor scattered ran. Winds wffl 
be northerly moderate and rough sea. 


Vppetfkmer pike in fife per kht- 

Apple (All kinds) ........ 310 / 270 

Banana 320/270 

Banana (Mokamnuur) 270 / 220 

Beans ...460/400 

Broad beans 120/ SO 

Beetroot ; 90/60 

Cabba*™... 70/ 50 

Carrot (black) 140 f 100 

Gurot (yellow) 100 / 70 

CatdifiowerfreBow) 130/ 90 

CanSftower (white) 60/30 

Chestnut .....400/300 

Cuc u mh eq 190 / 160 

Eggplant (small) 130/ 90 

Eggplant Oaige) 110/70 


0&45 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:00 Vienna, New York (RJ; 

1240 London (RJ) 

1*30 Goto (Si] 

20c30 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:45 AbuDhaW, Dttbai (RJ) 

2fc45 Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 

21:00 Baghdad (RJ) 

21:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 


MmJmax. temp. 

Amman .._ 6/16 

Aqaba...„ 10/20 

Desem 5/17. 

Jordan Valley 11/21 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 14.5. Aqaba 18.4.. Hunkfity 
readings: Amman 59 per cent, Aqaba 
68 per cent. 


<j«rt*c(diy) 600 / 500 

Grapefruit 140/100 

Lemon 100/70 

Marrow 130/90 


Quire (dry) 180/140 

Onion (green) 200/160 


Orange (Abu Sum) 300/ 250 

Orange (Shammonti) 280/240 

PW* - 370/ 320 

Pepper (bot) 430/340 

Pewter (sweet) r 200 / 160 

Potato U0/-14O 

Raridjih 100 / 60 

Spmadb ... 100 / 60 

Tomatoes 130/ 90 

Tump — 90/ 40 




TEL AVTV (R) — Israeligeneral 
staff, under pressure from the 
United States, has proposed 
scrapping the controversial Lavi 
warplane on cost grounds and 
buving advanced American F-16& 
instead, defence sources said 
Tuesday. 

They said the recommendation 
was submitted by the key plan- 
ning branch of the defence staff 
to Chief of Staff Gen. Mosbe 
Levy. 

Officials said the Defence 
Ministry remained committed to 
developing the Lavi, primarily a 
ground-attack aircraft, eqnipped 
with revolutionary avionics, but 
was studying alternatives sug- 
gested by the United States. 

Washington and Israel have 
been engaged in an increasingly 
bitter dispute over whether the 
Israelis can afford the prestige 
aircraft, which has already cost 
SI. 3 billion largely of American 
taxpayers' money. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
was non-committal about the 
programme when pressed by 
U.S. Secretary of Defence Cas- 
par Weinberger to drop it during 
a visit to Washington last month. 

U.S. Deputy Undersecrefaiy 
of Defence Dov Zakheim said 
last week that Israel would risk 
being defeated in another Middle 
Easf war if it pursued plans to 
build the Lavi. Hebrew for lion. 

He said completion of the 
programme would force Israel to 
sacrifice other weapons systems * 
necessary for victory. 

That view is known to be 
shared by Maj.-Gen. Don Shom- 
ron, appointed recently to take 
over from Gen. Levy next month 
as chief of staff. 

The Pentagon has said each 
Lavi will cost S22.1 million, com- 
pared with Israel's $i4.5-nriUipn 
estimate. 

Israel initially plannedjqbtriW. 
300 Lavi}. but defence sources 
have said the air force xotdd 







Home news 

Swareddahab visits Amma n municipality 
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AMMAN (Petra) " — Former 
bead of the military council in 
Sudan Field Marshal Abdul Rah- 
man Swareddahab on Tuesday 
called at the Greater Amman 
Municipality and met wit Mayor 
Abdnl Ra’ouf A1 Rawabdeh and 
members of the municipality 
co until. 

Mr. Rawabdeh briefed the 
Sudanese viator on the develop- 
ment of the city of Amman and 
the services offered to its citizens. 
The mayor also outlined a prog- 
ramme for developing public ser- 
vices from now until the year 
2005, In addition to projects 
being carried out by the munici- 
pality's Urban Development De- 
partment. 

During the visit. Marshal 
Swareddahab received Amman’s 
shield as a commemorative gift 
from Mr. Rawabdeh. 

Later, both made a tour of a 
number of sites in Amman, in- 
eluding the Roman 
Amphitheatre, the Royal Hashe- 
mite yard. Queen Noor Park and 
A1 Khansaa co mmunity centre- 
which is run by the General Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Women. 



Greater Amman Mayor Abdul Ra’onf AJ Rawabdeh (left) presents 
Field Marshal Abdul Rahnwn Swareddahab with the municipality’s 
shield during Ms visit to the municipality on Tuesday (Petra photo) 


During the tour. Marshal 
Swareddahab ws briefed on the 
centre's activities and program- 
mes and on urban development 
projects. 

Regent attends lunch ■ 
for Swareddahab 

His Royal Highness Grown 


Prince Hassan, the Regent, on 
Tuesday attended a luncheon in 
honour of Held Marshal Abdul 
Rahman Swareddahab. Hie lun- 
cheon was hosted by Dr. Daoud 
Hananiya. the director of the 
Royal Medical Services. The lun- 
cheon was attended by a number 
of senior officials. 


Heavy rain, but no snow, falls in Aqaba 


By Ahmad Khr e fe a n 
Special to the Jordan Timas 

AMMAN — The port city of 
Aqaba on Tuesday witnessed a 
heavy fall of hail and rain accom- 
panied by thunder, but no snow 
feD there, according to Dr. Ali 
Abanda, the director general of 
the Meteorology Department. 


He said that snow could not have 
fallen in Aqaba, contrary to an 
earlier repoit by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, because the 
temperature ranged between 
eight and 16 degrees Centigrade. 

Dr.Abanda said that the heavy 
rain and hail came as a result of 


ern part of the Kingdom. He also 
noted that these conditions were 
affecting northern regions of the 
Arabian Peninsula. 

Petra had reported that the 
rain and snow blocked roads and 
flooded streets for some time. 
According to the Meteorology 


Kbatib meets Kuwaiiti officials 
for talks on energy cooperation 


KUWAIT (Petra) — Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hisham A1 Kbatib on Tuesday 
held a meeting with Kuwaiti 
Minister of Oil Sheikh Ali A1 
Khalifa Al Athbi to discuss 
Jordanian-Kuwaiti cooperation in 
petrochemical industries and 
means of promoting energy re- 
sources. The two ministers also 
discussed bilateral cooperation in 
oil related fields. 

Dr. Khatib earlier met Mr. 
Mohammad Al Sayyed Abdul 
Muhsen Al Rifai, Kuwaiti minis- 
ter of electricity and water, to 
discuss cooperation in energy and 
water affaire, 

Pf, Khatib faxive4 : fn. Kuwait 


the unstable atmospheric condi-y Department, the unstable condi- 
tions over Aqaba and the south/ tioos will continue for the next 24 
— — > hours with expected showers 
'«-< w I accompanied by thunder in diffe- 
rent parts of the Kingdom. 

The department said that de- 
spite this unstable condition, 
there win be a rise in temperature 
which will reach 16 degree Ceo- 
tigrade in Amman on 
Wednesday. 

The Meteorological Depart- 
ment said that this will be fol- 
lowed by a depression bringing 
another stretch of relatively warm 
weather, only to be followed by a 
deep cold depression which is 
currently centred west of Greece. 


on Sunday for a visit expeetd to 
-last several days, during winch he 
will also discuss preparation for 
holding an international confer- 
ence on oil in Amman in the 
autumn. 

The conference will be orga- 
nised in cooperation with the 
Organisation of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OAPEC) 
and the Kuwait-based Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social De- 
-velopment. 

On Monday, the second day of 
his stay in Kuwait, Dr. Khatib 
met the country’s minister of fi- 
nance,’ Mr. Jasem -Mohammad • 
Mohammad Al Khnrafi. 


SpamsfcArab cultural institute 
announces poetry competition 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Span- 
ish- Arab cultural institute which is 
run by the Spanish Foreign Minis- 
try has announced a poetry com- 
petition under the name of the 
Ibn Zaidoun Ibn Khafaja and 
Walla da 1987 awards and has 
invited Arab poets to take part in 
the event. 

A spokesman for the Depart- 


ment pf Culture and Arts in 
Amman said that poets of diffe- 
rent nationalities can take part in 
the competition which offers 
three main awards. The poems 
can be m either Spanish or Arabic 
provided that the poetry submit- 
ted to the competition has not 
been published or translated into 
other languages. 


Haj Hassan 
reviews agenda 
for talks on 
Arab labour 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
delegation grouping representa- 
tives of the government, em- 
ployed and workers in Jordan 
will take part in the 15th meeting 
.of the Arab labour conference 
due to open in Baghdad on 
March 17. 

The delegation will be led by 
Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Khaled Al Haj 
Hassan who will deliver Jordan’s 
address which will cover viola- 
tions by the Israeli authorities 
concerning Arab labourers’ 
rights, the Gulf War and Jordan’s 
stand on these issues. 

To prepare for the Baghdad 
conference, a meeting was held at 
the Ministry of Labour on Tues- 
day under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Haj Hassan. During the 
meeting, the relationship be- 
tween the government, em- 
ployers and workers and labour- 
ers in Jordan was discussed. The 
minister underlined the import- 
ance of the subjects on the con- 
ference's agenda and the need for 
representatives of each side to 
come to agreement on various 
issues of concern to Jordan on the 
regional and international levels. 

He said that among the sub- 
jects to be discussed at the Bagh- 
dad conference was a memoran- 
dum which the Arab labour office 
will submit to the 73rd meeting of 
the International Labour Orga- 
nisation (ILO) general confer- 
ence in Geneva to be held in 
June. The ILO general confer- 
ence is expected to detail the 
conditions of Arab labourers liv- 
ing and working under Israeli role 
and will discuss Israel’s arbitrary 
measures against Arab workers 
and businesses. 

At the Baghdad conference, 
efforts will be made to coordinate 
the stands of Arab governments 
for the Geneva conference, the 
minister continued. 

The Cabinet .earlier formed 
Jordan's delegation to the Bagh- 
dad meeting. 


Specialists arrive for start of 
medical conference today 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Delegations 
of- medical -experts and physicians 
frpm Ara&. and .foreign countries 
coBtuuktoarrive inAfflman on 
Tuesday, .to take part, inutile fifth 
Jordanian medical ’ conference 
which will open today at Al Hus- 
sein Youth Gty under royal pat-, 
ronage. 

The delegation will discuss 136 
working papers submitted by Jor- 
dan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Tunisia, 
Kuwait, Syria, the Unitd Arab 
Emirates and a number of foreign 
countries. 

The papers deal with a host of 
subjects ranging from heart dis- 
eases to cancer and industrial 


medicine, with special attention 
to be given to mortality among 
children in Jordan and. a general 
tje^th ’ conditibns in' the occupied 
Arab' territories. 

The conference was organised 


by the Jordanian Medical Asso- 
ciation (JMA) in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Health, the 
Royal Medical Services, the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the private 
sector. 

Nearly 1,600 Jordanian physi- 
cians and specialists will take part 
in the conference which is ex- 
pected to last three days and 
which will indude a number of 
•specialised seminars. 


Radiation labs keep eye on imported foodstuffs 


^ By SaJameh B. Ne’matt • 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Barring foul play, 
Jordanians need not worry about 
radioactive contamination result- 
ing from the consumption of im- 
^ ported powder milk or other 
foods from Europe in the wake of 
Vi- the Chernobyl- nuclear disaster, 
*** according to officials at the Royal 
Scientific Sodety’s Jordan Radia- 
tion Protection Labs (JRPL). 

The offidals sought to dispel 
public fears that imported foods 
may be contaminated following 
press reports of discoveries of 
radioactive contamination in im- 
ported foods in neighbouring 
countries. 

Mr. Ali Ajlouni, in charge of 
the Non-Destructive Testing 
‘ (NDT) division and head of the 
JRPL, said that the full-scale 
radiation detection checks of all 
imported food originating from 
Europe ceased on Jan. 1, 1987. 

He said that JRPL, which be- 
came operational last year, now 
conducts contamination checks 
on nearly 20 to 30 different food 
items a day, with the exception of 
meat. ■ 

Mr. Ajlouni said that his. staff 
make only “sporadic field visits” 

\ to meat import points in the King- 
dom and make random checks on 
samples of these meats, at least 
once a week and on selected 
days. 

, Mr. Ajloiui’s assurances not- 
i withstanding, there was no way to 
ascertain that contaminated food 
is not being circulated in the 
market in between the sporadic 
checks". 

‘Fool play’ 

Furthermore, in theory, foul 
play .-cannot be . ruled out. It has 
been demonstrated in the past, 
that exporters were able to e xport 
products info a certain country 
through a third party after faking 
the certificate of origin. 

If Mr. Ajlouni told the Jordan 
Times that foul play, such as the 
transfer of contaminated Euro- 
pean foodstuff to Jordan through 
a third, non-European country, 
constituted - the only means of 


landing contaminated food in the 
Kingdom. “But that would be 
cheating,” he said, adding that 
such exporters, if caught, would 
be subject to legal action and 
would damage their reputation. 
He said that such action would be 
a crime against humanity. 

“Our focus is on imported 
powder milk and other concen- 
trated food,” Mr. Ajlouni said in 
an interview. He explained that' 
the cycle starts by the contamina- 
tion of grass which is grazed upon 
by cattle, whose milk and meat is 
consumed by people. 

Radiation risks from Caesium 
134 and 137 in radioactive mate- 
rial stays for as long as 30 years 
while Iodine 131 dissipates after a 
ma ximum period of two and a 
half months. Therefore, checks 
are now made only to detect 
Caesium in food products. 

Quoting figures from a pre- 
pared repoit, Mr. Ajlouni said 
that nearly 1,400 head of cattle, 
mostly imported from Romania 
and Bulgaria, were either des- 
troyed or returned to the sender 
following detection of radioactiv- 
-ity from the Chernobyl accident. 
For the same reason, hay and 
thyme imported from Turkey was. 
buried two metres deep in the 
Jordanian desert. 

’ As a result of Jordan’s strict 
radiation protection campaign, 
Mr. Ajlouni said, European ex- 
porters have been making sure 
that their Jordan-bound products 
are radiation-free. 

Contaminated products in 
the UAE, Egypt 

Contaminated food originating 
in Europe was detected last week 
in the United Arab Emirates, 
only after it had been circulated. 
The contaminated products were 
withdrawn from the market. In the 
same week, two cargo ships car- 
rying 33-3 tonnes of contaminated 
fopd products were returned by the 
Egyptian government. 

Contaminated West German 
mflk eaqxMted fo Egypt by private 
businessmen last month caused a 
public outcry and violent^ 
in both countries. Rat 1 


contamination was first disco- 
vered in Germany, and the milk, 
was immediately destroyed in 
Egypt. 

The JRPL had been carrying 
radiation protection tests on im- 
ported products after Chernobyl, 
using barely sufficient equip- 
ment, until it started receiving 
more sophisticated equipment six 
months ago. 

With the help of the Vienna- 
based Internationa] Atomic 
Energy Agency, the RSS labs 
obtained the Gamma Spectzosco- 
pt monitoring machine and the 
Alpha-Beta coanting system and 
other low level counting equip- 
ment for a mare accurate measure- 
ment of radioactive contamina- 
tion. 

The JRPL has plans to set up 
early warning stations all over the 
Kingdom for the purpose erf alert- 
ing concerned authorities in the 
event of a nuclear accident is the 
region that may effect the popula- 
tion. Such an early warning net- 
work could reduce the time 
needed for taking protective 
measures such as the evacuation of 
people from contaminated areas 
and urgent hospitalisation of in- 
jured citizens. 

Nearly 40 hospitals and medic- 
al centres in the Kingdom are 
now under continuous JRPL 
observation and are subject to 
regular tests for the detection of 
harmful radiation leaks from 
radioactive medical equipment. - 

Tests in hospitals 

A device known as TLD (Ther- 
mo Luminiscent Desometre), 
provided by the JRPL, is now 
carried by 619 operatives (330 in 
government hospitals) of medical 
equipment in these hospitals. The 
TLD,. introduced in November 
last year, serves to measure the 
accumulative dose of radiation 
absorbed by personnel working 
with radiation-emitting equip- 
ment. .. 

TLD devices are collected ev- 
ery three months to be processed 
by special equipment at the JRPL 
in order to determine the amount 
of accumulated radiation dose 
each ohe of the personnel man- 


ning radioactive medical equip- 
ment has absorbed. 

Based on the results, and in the 
event of finding an operative who 
has been absorbing more than the 
acceptable level of radiation, the 
JRPL would recommend rotation 
of personnel, moving the opera- 
tive into another section in the 
hospital or altogether ask him to 
change his job. This is usually 
accompanied by an investigation 
into the source of radiation in 
search for possible leaks. 

The results from the first three 
months indicated that the expo- 
sure level of almost all of the 619 
hospital personnel was in the safe 
bracket. The maximnm permissi- 
ble dose is 5,000 Micro Roentgen 
per year. Only one operative 
working at the Bashir Hospital 
recorded 2,000 Micro Roentgen 
for the three-month period and 
according to Mr. Ajiotmi, there is 
an ongoing investigation into his 
case. 

Radiation in phosphates 

Mr. Ajlouni said that JRPL has 
also discovered radioactivity in 
phosphates and will soon be con- 
ducting a full test of the radiation 
level at the phosphate mines for 
the safety of workers at the plant 

JRPL is in need of sup- 
plementary equipment such a$ 
the “whole body counter” 
machine that specialises in 
measuring the level of radioactive 
material absorbed by the human 
body. There are three people 
working in the JRPL and the staff 
could be increased to 10 from the 
NDT division. 

Threats to Jordan from a nuc- 
lear accident could emanate from 
any of several countries including 
Israel, Iraq, Egypt or any Euro- 
pean country. 

Mr. Hassan Khadra, director 
of the Technical En g ine erin g De- 
partment of which JRPL is a part, 
said that the JRPL project was 
designed at the time of the estab- 
lishment of the Royal Scientific 
Society to.be a comprehensive 
national laboratory to detect any 
environmental pollution in the 
Kingdom. 


Labour Ministry takes further 
steps to regulate foreign workforce 

# Ministry recommends replacing 239 non-Jordanians in government offices 

• Official calls on women to give up them jobs and devote time to their families 

By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN" — The Ministry of -Labour has recom- 
mended to Prime Minister Zaid Rifai that the 
services of 239 non- Jordanian workers employed by 
19 ministries and government departments be ter- 
minated because Jordanian substitutes have been 
fonnd to take their place. 

The recommendation was cou- 
pled mth a list of these jobs and 
the departments which employ 
them and also included a state- 
ment emphasising the need for 
implementing this step in order to 
make way for the employment of 
Jordanians seeking jobs at pre- 
sent. Tins step was taken as part 
of the ministry's five-year plan to 
find employment for Jordanian 
people who can take the place of 
non- Jordanians employed in va- 
rious public and private institu- 
tions, the Ministry of Labour's 
statement said. 

In a related development. Dr. 

Mansour 'Utoum, the director of 
employment at toe Ministry of 
Labour, on Tuesday issued a call 
to housewives who employ non- 
Jordanian domestic servants 
whose salaries are comparable 
to their earnings, to give up 
their jobs and devote their time 
to their home and children and 
thereby make way for other 
women in need of jobs to take 
their place and support their 
families. 


Dr. 'Utoum said that Jordan is 
presently employing approx- 
imately 100,000 workers of whom 
21 ,000 are non- Arab workers and 
approximately 9,000 are domestic 
servants. The majority of workers 
in toe country are Arabs — 
mainly Egyptians — who consti- 
tute nearly 80 per cent of toe 
non-Jordanian workforce. 

These figures do not include 
foreign workers without valid 
work permits and it has been 
estimated that toe number of 
those working illegally in the 
country amounted to an addition- 
al 100,000 last year. 

The issue of growing local un- 
employment promoted toe Minis- 
try of Labour to introduce a 
series of increasingly strict mea- 
sures to regulate the employment 
of foreign nationals. 

During 1986, teams from the 
ministry conducted random 
checks at businesses to ensure 
that foreign workers held the 
correct and valid papers for the- 
jobs they were doing. This was 


followed by checks at border 
points and the introduction of 
stiffer penalties for those found 
violating toe labour law. 

Employers of domestic ser- 
vants and other non-Jordanian 
workers in toe country will from 
now on pay JD 150 in fees for 
work permits, under toe latest 
regulations issued at toe begin- 
ning of March 1987. 

According to Dr. 'Utoum. only 
those employed in nursing and 
agriculture mil continue to pay 
JD 50 for their annual work 
permits. The new measures were 
taken by the Ministry of Labour 
in an effort to rationalise toe 
employment of non-Jordanians 
and to give Jordanian workers the 
opportunity to take toe place of 
foreigners wherever this is possi- 
ble, Dr. ‘Utoum noted. 

He said that domestic servants 
have to pay JD 150 in annual 
work permit fees but in cases 
where the servant is looking after 
old or infirm people they will be 
allowed to pay JD 50 and will be 
considered as nurses caring for 
toe sick. Otherwise, he said, peo- 
ple in need of domestic servants 
should opt for local workers in- 
stead of employing non-Jorda- 
nian maids 

The rise in price of work per- 
mits for house-maids prompted a 
series of articles and letters in the 
Arabic press on the benefits, or 


otherwise, of employing home 
helps. 

Some writers commented on 
the social aspects of the issue and 
Said that many mothers had hand- 
ed over their household and chil- 
dren to maids who often speak 
poor English and no Arabic. The 
writers questioned whether either 
the mothers or toe children were 
benefitting from this situation. 

Other letters and articles said 
that toe house-maids were steadi- 
ly draining toe economy by send- 
ing all their earnings back home 
and noted that although many of 
•these girls needed toe work to 
support their families, Jordan was 
not in a position to support 
another countries' economy at 
toe expense of those Jordanians 
without jobs. 

The comments also raised the 
issue of toe house-maids who 
were poorly treated and kept as 
‘status symbols' by families who 
either did not have a real need for 
help in toe home or who could 
barely afford their keep. 

Those writing in favour of 
house-maids said that extra help 
in the home freed Jordanian 
women to take up more produc- 
tive work for the benefit of them- 
selves and their families whilst 
providing work and a salary for 
someone coming from a poor 
countiy and with a family to 
support. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet appoints mayors for 4 towns 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet held an ordinary session on 
Tuesday and decided to appoint Mr. Mohammad Hilal Jawaraeh 
as mayor of the town of Inmeh in Irbid Governorate, Mr. Radwan 
Al Dugheimat as mayor of Ghor Al Mazraa in Karak Governo- 
rate, Mr. Hassan Oqlah Al Qawaqneh as mayor of Al Hashemieh 
in Zarqa Governorate and Juma’a Mohammad Al Shabli as 
mayor of Mabes in Balqa Governorate. The Cabinet, which met 
under the chairmanship of Deputy Prime Minister Abdul Wahhab 
Al Majali also discussed a number of questions on toe agenda and 
took appropriate measures. 

Committee to draft copyright law 

AMMAN (Petra) —A special committee has been set up to work 
out a draft law on the protection of copyrights and toe rights of 
authors. The committee comprises Dr. Mousa Keflanj, director 
general of the Press and Publications Department, Dr. Ahmad 
Shakas, director general of the Department of Libraries, Docu- 
mentation and National Archives, Mr. Haidar Mahmoud, direc- 
tor general of toe Department of Culture and Arts, and Mr. 
Mohammad Abu Hassan from toe Ministry of : Information. Dr.' 
KeHani said that toe formation of the committee is a new step, 
towards modernising toe existing law on copyrights. 

JNGC director chosen for special study 

AMMAN (Petra) — Dr. Ra’afat Al Majali, director of toe Jordan 
National Geographic Centre (JNGC), has been selected by the 
international development and cooperation agency as one of 
three Arab experts to study the technology of remotesensing in 
the Arab World. Their study is expected to improve "the area's 
natural resources and develop the Arab World's capabilities in 
using remote sensing in areas related planning and execution. The 
first meeting by the three experts will be held here at toe end of 
this month to put forward their findings and recommendations. 

Japan gives books to university 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Japanese government on Tuesday gave 
toe University of Jordan library a collection of books on 
economics, industry, management, development and statistical 
data on Japan's economic development. Dean of scientific 
research. Dr. Mohammad Al Bakaiet received the gift from 
Japan’s Ambassador to Jordan Akira Nakayama. Dr Bakaiet said 
toe collection of books will assist the university’s students and 
staff in preparing and conducting scientific research. Mr. 
Nakayama praised the ties between both countries and said his 
government was workin g to farther consolidate them and in 
all aspects. 

Hmoud visits stations in Irbid 

IRBID (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Marwan Hmoud on 
Tuesday made an inspection tour of agricultural stations in Irbid 
Governorate and met with agricultural specialists to discuss crop 
production in toe northern regions of toe country. Mr. Hmoud 
told agricultural specialists that the agricultural extension service 
should be developed to help increase production. The minister 
later visited the university of Science and Technology and met 
with its president. Dr. Kamel Ajlouni, and the dean of the faculty 
of engineering with whom he discussed agricultural research. 


Fewer people use ferry link In January 


AMMAN (Petra) — The number of passengers using the ferry 
Bnk between Aqaba port and Nuweibeh port in Sinai during 
January 1987 dropped by 21,353 in comparison with figures for 
January 1986, according to a statistical bulletin issued by the Port 
Corporation. The bulletin said that toe number of passengers 
travelling between toe two ports "in January 1987 was 24,774 
against 46,127 in January IV 


Mayor explains intersection 
delays at council meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 51-mem- 
ber Greater Amman Council held 
its third meeting on Tuesday 
evening and di tossed a number of 
issues related to progress made 
by both the various committees 
and the council. The council, 
which meets once every month, 
also dwelt on subjects pertaining 
to toe activities of toe central 
market place and the slaughter- 
house. 

The session’s working agenda 
said the council’s committee in 
charge of street numbering dis- 
cussed a project for naming and 
numbering streets within the 
boundaries of toe Greater Am- 
man area, which includes 19 
municipalities, municipal councils 
and villages. 

The committee in charge of 
bids, tenders and supplies also 
took a decision regarding award- 
ing 17 various tenders. 

Greater Amman Mayor Abdul 
Ra’ouf Al Rawabdeh told the 
council members that a coopera- 
tion charter between toe dty.pf 
Paris and toe Greater Amman 
Municipality on exchanging ex- 
pertise and informatics between 
both cities and their peoples was 


expected to be signed during Au- 
gust. Mr. Rawabdeh said that 
similar charters were being 
negotiated with Islamabad and 
Morocco. 

Mr. Rawabdeh also told toe 
meeting that work on completing 
two intersections at the Interior 
Ministry Circle and toe Sports 
Gty has been delayed due to 
changes in some of toe initial 
designs. 

The project on these two in- 
tersections which started in Octo- 
ber 1985 was due to be completed 
in 20 months. 

However, Mr. Rawabdeh said 
that the designs have been 
amended to incorporate two lane 
bypasses on each sides of the two 
projects instead of toe previous 
one lane road. “These changes 
have raised toe price by 35 per 
cent and have increased the 
period of completion,” said the 
mayor. 

The council was formed earlier 
this year after a Royal Decree 
was issued naming it's 51 mem- 
bers wbo represent various gov- 
ernment agencies and the private 
sector. 



OBITUARY 

The Gargour & Jallad families regret to 
announce with deep sorrow the death of 

MRS. CHARLOTTE JALLAD 
The wife of Allenby Tawfiq 
Gargour 

Who passed away in Lebanon. 

The funeral ceremonies will be held in Leba- 
non on Wednesday 4/3/1987. 
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From frying pan into the fire 


STATISTICS reveal that since the sixties out or a total 280,000 Jews 
who left the Soviet Union only 175,000 have reached Israel. Last year 
out of 914 Soviet emigrants only 202 are reported to have gone to 
Israel. Even according to immigration officials it is observed that 90 
per cent of Soviet Jews seeking emigration would prefer to settle in the 
U.S. rather than in Israel. This has been a gnawing rsrae for the Israeli 
government for some time and lately the U.S. has been asked to deny 
entry to Jews who leave the Soviet Union. 

The reasons for Soviet emigrants spurning attractive offers to come 
to the “promised land” are not hard to find. It is in any case not their 
love for Zionist Israel that prompts most of the Soviet Jews to emigrate 
from the Soviet Union. Somehow many of than have not been able to 
put up with the communist system. A good many recognise the need to 
be well-off economically and socially in a free society with better 
opportunities for employment. Some also desire to promote basic 
human rights. But the hopeless sodo-economico-polilical conditions in 
Israel are hardly attractive for them to realise their inner ethos and 
aspirations Tor which they have to seek places elsewhere under the 
sun. 

First, Zionism in Israel is another virulent version of totalitarian- 
ism, comparable only to Hitlerism or the modern Sooth African 
apartheid system. Even In a comm must-ruled system the people of a 
country are accorded equal rights. But built into the Zionist system of 
Israel is racial discrimination which provides the Jew* with one set of 
civic rales, awarding them many privileges, and the Arabs with 
another set, treating them as second-class citizens. Why should the 
Soviet Jews get into a country that is prone to explosion, resulting 
from such built-in socio-political cleavages? 

Second, the Israeli economy which is always in doldrums as it 
depends constantly on the U.S., is a discouraging factor for any 
emigre who is concerned with his own ftitnre economic prospects. 
Long periods of inflation, coopted with high military expenditures and 
corruption have drifted Israel away from a stable economy. Nobody 
would be keen to board a sinking vessel even if he is assured of finding 
“terra Erma” at the bottom. 

Third, the Israeli policy of “robbing Paul’s land and malting Peter 
settle on it” is degrading and would be unacceptable to emigrants. 
Very often the emigrants are given no choke bat to settle on Arab 
lands which are under illegal Israeli occupation. Hus would get them 
into conflict situation and endless problems with the genuine owners iff 
the land. 

Last but not least, Zionist human rights.viciialions in the West Bank 
have reached a level of notoriety with which no emigrant would be 
willing to associate. After haring experienced the ill-effects of a 
communist system, opting to settle in Zionist Israel would be 
tantamount to falling firom the frying pan into the fire. The U.S. would 
j ost help precipitating that tragedy if it were to deny entry to emigrant 
Jews from the Soviet Union. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra 7: Thin hopes 

OBSERVERS of Israeli politics must have noticed that the leaders of 
the Likud and Labour, the two blocs which form the present coalition 
are in agreement on the need for direct talks with the Arabs for a 
solution of the Middle East question. The leader of the Likud, 
Yitzhak Shamir, wants the Arabs and the Israelis to sit for direct talks 
outside the proposed international conference, while the other 
leader, Shimon Peres wants the international conference as a prelude 
leading to direct negotiations. One should not be taken in by Peres’s 
statements about Israel’s acceptance of the international conference 
idea because he wants such a conference to act as a tool for direct 
negotiations. Both leaders have never mentioned the aim of the talks 
which, for the Arabs, mean a complete Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied lands in implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. No one of the two leaders has explicitly said that 
the talks with the Arabs will result in restoring the rights of the 
Palestinian people in their homeland nor did they ever mention the 
need for establishing justice. What the Labour Party in Israel wants is 
a first session at the conference during which other parties can be 
present, and later direct negotiations between the Arabs and the 
Israelis. Therefore, as long as the Israelis refuse the idea of discussing 
the return of the land and the rights to their lawful owners, then the 
talk about an international conference is meaningless. Since the 
Israelis refuse the idea of implementing Security Council resolutions 
then there can be no hope for the establishment of peace. 


Al Dustour: Educating message 

PRINCE Hassan has called for rationalising investments in education 
and laid emphasis on quality rathef than quantity in education during 
his meeting with educationalists and teachers in Amman on Monday. 
Prince Hassan said that the Ministry of Education must help the 
students to become creative and inventive, and that open dialogue 
should be encouraged and analytical study and research should be 
stepped up at all schools. He also stressed die need for enhancing the 
concepts of values and the sense of belonging among the younger 
generation, and the need for linking education with the community’s 
needs and requirements. Prince Hassan 's remarks serve as guidelines 
for the teachers and educationalists in Jordan who, he said, should 
help students to contribute to their country’s development. Prince 
Hassan ’s visit and directives to the educationalists and teachers came 
at a time when our society is going through a stage of development, 
requiring deep thinking and sound planning. Prince Hassan realises 
that nearly half of the society are now students in Jordan or abroad at 
the elementary, secondary or university level, and for this reason 
educationalists shoulder a serious responsibility towards the future, 
through their work and their efforts at present. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Time for education reforms 

PRINCE Hassan made an inspection tour of schools in the Greater 
Amman region on Monday and met with educationalists, teachers 
and students to discuss their work and plans. Later at a meeting with 
educationalists. Prince Hassan made a general diagnosis of the 
educational situation in the Kingdom and laid stress on certain 
questions and points which he said would be instrumental in 
promoting the educational process in the country. The Prince urged 
the ministry of education to conduct a self appraisal of its work and 
plans and also to introduce measures aimed at enhancing the process 
of dialogue at schools and at encouraging students to become 
inventive and creative. The ministry and the educationalists, the 
Princt said, shoulder a great responsibility in developing the minds 
and the bodies of the younger generation and in planting the sense of 
national belonging among the young and promoting their ability to 
contribute towards the development of their country and society. - 
Prince Hassan emphasised the fact that education and '^lining of the 
young should serve the needs of development in the coiine, <uid that - 
the education process should be continuous and with dear targets. 


China s opportunities in the 


By Lillian Craig Harris - 

RECENT press reports of 
Israeli sales of military technolo- 
gy to the People’s Republic of 
Oiina (PRC) underscore China’s 
perception of the Middle East as 
a region of new economic and 
political opportunity. Elsewhere 
in the region, Chinese companies 
compete for contracts to export 
labourers to Iraq and technicia n s 
to Libya: at least 50,000 mainland 
Chinese now work in the Arab 
World. And the Chinese military, 
which finds itself on the bottom 
financial rung of the “four mod- 
ernisations," has fed its need for 
cash by reviving up China's arms- 
for-export industry. Today the 
Middle East is China's primary 
arms market, with sales totalling 
billions of dollars for items from 
assault rifles to tanks, patrol 
boats and aircraft. 

While not the most advanced, 
Chinese weapons are attractively 
cheap and have been sold in 
quantities to both Iraq and Iran. 
The spectre of indiscriminate 
Chinese military supply to the 
Third World causes concern in 
the West and just before the 
outbreak of the Irangate crisis, 
the Reagan administration sent 
an intelligence envoy to Peking to 
reprimand the Chinese over 
arms supply to Iran. Though this 
issue has probably now been 
quietly dropped, recent develop- 
ments. in the Sino-lsraeli rela- 
tionship will nor be so easily 
disregarded. 

Although China denounces 
Israel as a colonialist usurper and 


shuns diplomatic ties, the 
Chinese-Israeli commercial rela- 
tionship has grown steadily over 
the last decade, although there 
has been a news blackout by both 
sides. But for the past two years a 
less cautious Chinese attitude to- 
ward public disclosure has sug- 
gested that Sino-lsraeli ties are of 
growing value to the PRC. Less 
concealment probably also indi- 
cates that China considers the. 
Arabs too divided and too preoc- 
cupied to raise the hue and cry 
which has accompanied past re- 
velations of Sino-lsraeli contacts. 


Today tbe Middle East is 
China's primary arms 
market. 


Taken together, a series of 
seemingly marginal events look 
rather more significant. At least 
two quasi-official Israeli trade de- 
legations have visited China in 
the past two years and Chinese 
officials met secretly in Paris last 
April with a representative of the 
Israeli prime minister's office. 
(The latter’s request for a high 
level meeting was rejected.) Dur-* 
ing 1986, the PRC lifted its ban 
on the use of Israeli passports by 
visitors, allowed a direct China- 
Israel telephone link and, accord- 
ing to the Israeli press, estab- 
lished a Hebrew language depart- 
ment at Peking University. No 
statistics are available on Sino- 
lsraeli trade, much of which is 
still conducted through third par- 
ties, but here, too, there has been 
considerable expansion. 


The reason for the relationship 
are obvious. China has long re- 
garded Israel as a valuable back- 
door to Western technology, civi- 
lian as well as military. In .recent 
years, the Chinese have benefit- 
led through acquisitions of Soviet 
military hardware captured by 
the Israelis in three Middle East 
wars. It is generally agreed, 
moreover, that the Israelis have 
provided at least limited Western 
technical information to tbe 
Chinese. There are persistent 
rumours in the U.S. intelligence 
community of illegal Israeli trans- 
fers of U.§. technology, includin g 
to China — an issue of which we 
have not heard the last. 

Last August tbe influencial 
Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz repen- 
ted visits to Peking by pro min ent 
Israeli arms salesmen and in 
November Tbe Washington Post 
published a lengthy feature titled 
"Israel's other arms deal: selling 
weapons to China." According to 
the Post, "hundreds of Israelis 
are working in China on officially 
sanctioned projects" and Israel is 
"reliably reported” to have sup- 
plied China with military equip- 
ment including tank cannons and 
communications systems and to 
be increasingly involved in scien- 
tific, agricultural and commercial 
— as well as military — ex- 
changes with the People's Re- 
public. 

Israel’s motivation in seeking 
to further ties with China is to 
balance Chinese support for the 
Arabs and China's per- 
sistently anti-Israel stance. China 
was the first major power to give 


the PLO diplomatic recognition 
and. until Soviet supply began in 
the late ’60s, China was the 
Palestinian organisation's major 
arms supplier. Until the mid- 
1970s China rejected the idea of a 
political settlement for Palestine 
and called openly for destruction 
of Israel. By 1975, however, the 
PRC had begun to delete 
"armed’' from “struggle'' in its 
statements of support for the 
Palestinians. Today, although it 
continues to supply limited 
amounts of arms to the PLO, 
China urges the Palestinians to- 
ward a negotiated settlement. 

Israel was among the first 
states to recognise China after 
birth of tbe PRC in 1949 and for 
some time Chinese responses 
were favourable. Since China's 
“turn to tbe Arabs" at tbe 1955 
Bandung conference hopes for 
ties with China have sprung eter- 
nal in Israel, which has used an 
impressive series of envoys in- 
cluding French President Mitter- 
rand and U.S. senator Henry 
Jackson to plead Israel's cause. 
Except during the Cultural Re- 
volution era, the Chinese were 
generally willing to listen. One 
sign was the lucrative trade in 
industrial diamonds from Sooth 
Africa, processed in Israel and 
transferred to China via Hong 
Kong, which had grown up by the 
mid-1970s. 

The PRCs new, more public 
relationship with Israel could be a 
bellwether for greater Chinese 
political activism in the Middle 
East. This could include more 
forceful Chinese leadership in in- 


Middle 

temational organisations as well 
as more direct involvement in 
international efforts to resolve 
disputes which do not relate 
directly to China. The import- 
ance of the Middle East to super- 
power relations and China's 
growing commercial involvement 
there e nhan ce prospects that Chi- 
na will select the area as a venue 
for diplomatic ventures. 


China has long regarded 
Israel as a valuable back- 
door to Western tech- 
nology. 


Over the years China has come 
to recognise Israel as a regional 
bulwark against Soviet advances, 
and there has been some specula- 
tion that China might even be 
moving toward recognition of 
Israel in exchange for a role in 
Middle East peace negotiations. 
China, however, is a very cau- 
tious state and unlikely to recog- 
nise Israel officially before a 
general Middle East peace settle- 
ment is reached. To do so would 
jeopardise China's Third World 
authority by appearing to com- 
promise the tenet that there can 
be no peace without justice for 
the Palestinians. 

Interestingly, one key to 
balancing recent Israeli success 
with the Chinese lies with the 
country China considers the re- 
gion's other major obstacle to 
Soviet inroads. Just as the Israelis 
have long wooed the Chinese, so 
China has courted Saudi Arabia 


East 

— the only Arab state with which 
it still has no diplomatic ties. 
Peking is also impressed by the 
Saudis’ wealth, prestige among 
the Arabs, contacts with the West 
and influence over the Palesti- 
nians. 

Chinese efforts to impress the 
Saudis that they arc more than 
•■godless communists" have in- 
cluded reinstitution of the hajj for 
Chinese Muslims in 1976, en- 
dorsement of Crown Prince 
Fahd’s August 1981 peace plan, 
and requests that the U.S. 
(among others) plead the Chinese 
case with Riyadh. Although the 
Saudis have consistently refused 
to yield on the issue of diplomatic 
ties, they quietly approved 
Oman's establishment of rela- 
tions with China in 1982 and have 
allowed various Saudi officials 
and businessmen to meet infor- 
mally with the Chinese. Saudi 
Arabia has also become one of 
China’s major Arab World trad- 
ing partners, second only to 
Jordan. 

As the only Third World coun- 
try with a permanent seat on the 
U.N. Security Council, China's 
international clout is already con- 
siderable and could be greatly 
enhanced if Peking decides to “go 
active". Should they wish to do 
so, the Saudis could accelerate 
and perhaps turn it to their own 
advantage. Saudi establishment 
of diplomatic ties with tbe PRC 
would, at the very least, intro- 
duce an interesting new dimen- 
sion into the Sino-fsraeli rela- 
tionship — Middle East Interna- 
tional. London. 


Soviet Union divided over Gorbachev’s more open 


By Mary Ellen Bortin 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — Moves by Soviet 
Communist Party Secretary 
General Gorbachev to make the 
Soviet Union a more open society 
are generating increasing domes- 
tic nervousness as he completes 
bis second year in power, Soviet 
and foreign analysts say. 

Tbe analysts say recent state- 
ments by Gorbachev suggest that 
lack of enthusiasm within Com- 
munist Party ranks for the more 
critical atmosphere spawned by 
his reforms may be forcing the 
55-year-old leader to temper his 
liberalising spirit 
They add that a cultural thaw 
initiated by Gorbachev over the 
past year and moves such as last 
month's mass release of dissi- 
dents, while embraced by some 
Soviet intellectuals and ap- 


plauded abroad, are for from 
unanimously approved at home. 

“Many people are saying this is 
enough," said one independent 
Soviet observer of internal poli- 
tics. 

“If we held a Western-style 
election today , it is not certain 
that Gorbachev would win a 
majority,” he added. “Many 
workers are not pleased with his 
reforms, and there is hidden 
opposition within the party." 

Western analysts say the extent 
of party resistance to Gor- 
bachev’s reforms is becoming 
clear through reports filtering out 
about a central committee ple- 
num last January at which several 
speakers voiced opposition to his 
“gfasnast" (openness) cam- 
paign. 

Under “glasnost,” Gorbachev 
has called ’for open criticism of 
factors hindering Soviet prog- 


ress, including abuse of power 
by officials, in an effort to break 
with the complacency which set- 
tied over the country under pre- 
vious rulers. 

Well-informed sources have 
said some plenum speakers were 
applauded when they declared 
the press had taken “glasnost” 
too far, while those who backed 
Gorbachev, including senior 
Kremlin foreign policy adviser 
Georgy Arbatov, faced mixed 
reactions. 

“Tbe feeling which emerges 
from the plenum is that Gor- 
bachev received reluctant back- 
ing for the general principles of 
his policies," one Western analyst 
said. 

“The lack of strong support is 
partly due to a feeling of nervous- 
ness among people who fear the 
effect of greater openness on 


their authority. They're not used 
to being criticised, and they don’t 
like it. 

“I have the impression Gor- 
bachev might have had to put the 
brakes on since the plenum,” he 
added, citing the Kremlin lead- 
er's comment last week that he 
would not “rock the boat" while 
piloting the Soviet Union into the 
future. 

Soviet sources say sharp inter- 
nal debate is also continuing over 
moves by Gorbachev to liberalise 
the arts through publication of 
previously banned works, an eas- 
ing of censorship .and greater 
democracy in the -cinema and 
theatre. 

They rite delays in releasing 
works such as the Georgian film 
“Repentance” on the Stalin era, 
and fierce opposition to novels 
such as “Children of tbe Arbat," 
a still unpublished depiction of 


Stalin’s terror by author Anatoly 
Rybakov. 

But they say the cultural thaw 
has drawn many intellectuals to 
Gorbachev's camp after initially 
catching them by surprise. 

“When Gorbachev came to 
power in March 1985, many 
thought of him chiefly as an 
economic reformer," a Soviet 
analyst said. 

“Things began changing for in- 
tellectuals after the party con- 
gress last spring, with the staging 
of some critical plays during the 
summer, the publication of con- 
troversial novels and the growing 
“glasnost" campaign in the 
press.” ... 

The relaxation of constraints 
on expression has provided sup- 
port for Gorbachev from promin- 
ent cultural figures, such as the 
former “Angry Young Poets” 


society 

Yevgeny Yevtushenko and ' 
Andrei Vosnesensky, or the play- 
wright Mikhail Shatrov. 

Soviet sources say Gorbachev 
has also received important back- 
ing from intellectuals in science 
and technology who hope his 
reforms will lead to increased 
scientific contacts with the West. 

Soviet analysts said Gorbachev 
had effectively headed off a poss- 
ible revival of the dissident move- 
ment of the 1970s by associating 
leading intellectuals with his re- 
form £ive and depriving political 
dissenters of a prominent figure- 
head. 

’Today major figures are 
trying to get involved in the new 
official policy on culture-” one 
said. “But the dissident move- 
ment can be reborn if the liber- 
alisation process stops and cur- 
rent leaders are replaced with 
more conservative groups." 


Burma still battles 
its insurgents 

Burma suffers from an overabundance of insurgent groups. Tbe 
Financial Tunes Rangoon correspondent charts tbdr bloody paths 
over tbe recent past. 


BURMA’S supreme leader re- 
tired general Ne Win once quip- 
ped that if he were asked to name 
a country with the biggest collec- 
tion of diverse insurgent groups, 
be would certainly name Burma. 
Although spoken in' a jocular 
mood, his words served to hi gh , 
light the sad fact that this country 
of 37 million people has been 
plagued by insurgents of various 
political hues since it became 
independent 39 years ago. 

The situation has improved 
greatly over the years, but the 
recent fighting in north-east Bur- 
ma between Burmese Commun- 
ists and government troops shows 
that the problem is far from over. 

The latest offensive was laun- 
ched on November 6 with a sur- 
prise attack on a military outpost 
at Hsi Hs Wan, a mountain 
hamlet 15 miles smith of 
Kyuhkok on the Sino-Bnnnese 
border. The Burmese Communist 
Party (BCP) fielded some 1,500 
men, deploying them in units of 
about 100 each for sunnltaneous 
assaults on eight other govern- 
ment outposts on hilltops in the 
vicinity. 

By January 6, government 
troops had recaptured all tbe 
outposts and Kyuhkok, which 
had been in BCP hands for 16 
years. By January ll, govern- 
ment troops had also recaptured 
die narrow corridor along tbe 
| Vino-Burmese border, stretching 
■Math-east from Namkham to 
Muse, which had been held by 
the BCP rince 1968. Fighting 
continues and BCP casualties 
have so far totalled 598 dead 
against 175 troops. 

Hie BCP is the only organisa- 
tion which can pose a credible 
confrontation with the govern- 
ment. But it has damaged its 
image by an appalling record of 
violence and cruelty and acts of 
sacrilege to Buddhist institutions. 

It moved to north-east Burma 
in 1968 after a priod of regroup- 
ing and began operations from 
there against government targets, 
starting with tee 1970 offensive in 
which it captured Kyuhkok. It 
mounted simi lar offensives in 
1971, 1973 and 1977, with 
apparently disastrous results. Its 
aim has always been to carve out 
a fairly large “liberated zone” in 


the border area from which to 
extend its operations southwards 
to Mandalay, Burma's former im- 
perial city 400 miles north of 
Rangoon. 

The - latest government reports 
say tin; BCP is in financial trouble 
because tee flow of aid from tee 
Chinese Communist Party has 
dried op. It has taken up opium 
and jade smuggling in order to 
supply the money to buy firearms 
and medical supp lies after a deci- 
sion at the BCP congress held in 
mid-1986 at Panghsang, the bor- 
der town where the BCP has set 
up its new headquarters. 

Tbe jade trade is conducted in 
collaboration with tbe ethnic re- 
bel group the Kachin Independ- 
ence Army (KIA) and the opium 
trade with another ethnic group, 
tee Shan State Army (SSA). The 
decision also called for secret 
operation of two opium refineries 
— one at Panghsang and tire 
■other in the Kokang area in the 
east — for production and sale of 
heroin. 

The BCP has ignored offers of 
amnesty proclaimed by tee gov- 
ernment from time to time, but 
has held peace talks with tee 
government twice, in 1963 and 
1981, without success. On tee 
second occasion it made three 
demands as a condition for peace: 
That it be allowed to continue as 
a lawful political party in Burma, 
that its aimed forces be allowed 
to remain intact, and that tee 
border regions under its occupa- 
tion be treated as its base area. 
Effectively, it was a demand fora 
rival BCP government, with its 
own army and territory, which 
was destined for rejection. 

Next to the BCP, tee Karen 
National Union (KNU), deman- 
ding an independent Karen 
state, has been tee most active of 
the insurgent groups, operating 
from bases in south-east Burma. 
Since 1983, when Karen insur- 
gents kidnapped a French techni- 
cian and his wife from a cement 
plant in south Burma, tee govern- 
ment has stepped up counter- 
insurgency operations in tee area, 
with tee result teat troops seized 
a lucrative KNU tollgate on the 
Burma-Thailand overland snug- 
gling route. 


New accents in the orientation 
of Socialist international 


By Petar Boskovic 

THE parties of the Socialist In- 
ternational, tee Socialist and So- 
cial Democrats, have for several 
years been engaged in an intensi- 
fied search for a socio-economic 
development strategy which 
would ensure stable socio-econo- 
mic development, high employ- 
ment without inflati on and an 
inevitable change in production 
structure by finding answers to 
the major challenges facing every 
modern society due to technolo- 
gical progress. These efforts came 
to expression at tee 17th congress 
of Socialist International in lima 
towards the middle of '86 and in 
its adopted documents: “Global 
Challenge” and ' “Manifesto." 
These documents as well as tee 
earlier act, “Way out of tee Cri- 
sis," launched by Socialist Inter- 
national parties in western 
Europe indicate that views 
among the ranks of this organisa- 
tion have changed as regards cer- 
tain major global problems. This 
is further indicated by the new 
.draft programme of the Social 
Democratic Party of West Ger- 
many, one of the leading mem- 
bers of Socialist International. 

Another reason why the new 
accents in the orientation of this 
international association of 
socialist and social democratic 
parties are significant is that the 
members of Socialist Internation- 
al represent the majority of the 
working class in tee OECD coun- 
tries. Another important thing is 
teat not so long ago these parties 
and Socialist International itself 
bad completely different stands 
on some of the questions just 
debated. 

Towards the end of the seven- 
ties, tee British Labour Party and 
tee Social Democratic Party of 
West Germany, faced with tee 
growing expenditures of tee wel- 
fare state, increased unemploy- 
ment and the formidable chal- 
lenges of technological develop- 
ment, tacitly opened tee doors to 
a monetarists approach in re- 
solving socio-economic prob- 
lems. Callaghan in Britain and 
Schmidt in West 'Germany now 
took over power from tee con- 
servative oeo-liberalistic forces. 

Having learned from their own 
experience and tee experience of 
affiliated parties in Europe and 
other parts of tee world the par- 


ties of Socialist International are 
today seeking a different way to 
resolve tire economic crisis, to 
cope with major global develop- 
ment problems, disarmament, 
environmental protection and 
other unsettled international 
issues, and this certainly deserves 
tee attention of the world's prog- 
ressive and democratic forces. 
One of the rare exceptions is tee 
Socialist Workers' Party of Spain 
(PSOE) which managed to re-' 
main in power adhering to a 
centralists socio-economic 
strategy. ‘ Although halfway 
through their term of office, the 
French socialists have lost power, 
giving way to the pressure of tee 
conservative right in and outside 
tbe country and accepting some 
options of tee monetaristic 
approach which produced visible 
economic results. This however 
does not detract from, but on tee 
contrary enhances the import- 
ance of new accents in Socialist’s 
and Social Democrats’ quest for 
new development approaches 
and roads. 

The conclusions which way be 
drawn from tee Lima documents 
regarding the character of the 
crisis and ways and means for 
weathering it are certainly note- 
worthy. These documents state 
teat tee present world economic 
crisis is bote cyclic but also 
structural by nature. The way but 
of tee crisis is therefore viewed 
on a ■ global scale which is at 
variance with the present neo- 
iiberalistic approach advocated 
by the conservative right wing 
forces. In other words tee recov- 
ery and restructuring of the eco- 
nomy of the developed north 
cannot be effected divorced from 
conditions in tee south. Nor can 
this be achieved by infringing 
upon the achievements of the 
welfare state in tbe developed 
countries, and even less by shift- 
ing tee burden of tbe crisis to tee 
developing countries, thus check- 
ing their socio-economic develop- 
ment in order to meet their finan- 
cial liabilities towards tee de- 
veloped countries. This approach 
has considerable significance for 
it largely coincides with the de- 
mands of the developing coun- 
tries as voiced at the 8th Non- 
aligned S ummit in Harare. 

Resistance to neoliberalism is 
also noteworthy from the stand- 
point of the communist parties. 


especially those in power. These 
parties having for many years 
ignored fundamental economic 
laws, are now obliged to rehabili- 
tate certain important segments 
of real economy, which at a first 
glance has put teem in the para- 
doxical situation of advocating 
tee concept of tee neo-liberalists, 
although actually they too are 
seeking answers to tee challenges 
of contemporary socio-economic 
development and the accelerated 
technological revolution. The 
parties of Socialist International 
are free of such a burden for most 
of them operate under market 
economy conditions, so teat their 
opposition to neo-liberalism is all 
the more noteworthy. 

The parties of Socialist Interna- 
tional are becoming increasingly 
aware that there can be no radical 
socio-economic changes in one 
country alone in view of tee high 
concentration of financial and in- 
dustrial capital via multinational 
corporations and financial estab- 
lishments. They are therefore 
drawn to enhanced mutual coop- 
eration and solidarity, one of the 
essential guidelines of socialism. 

Most of tee members of Social- 
ist International are striving for a 
reform of the world monetary 
system, convening an internation- 
al conference of debtors and cre- 
ditors, for the debtor countries* 
payment of debts while safe- 
guarding their development and 
strengthening internal social con- 
sumption, for a reform of interna- 
tional economic relations, for 
stable raw material prices, for the 
introduction of a system of com- 
pensations and preferentials for 
the developing countries, for 
more stringent control of tee 
transactions of multinational cor- 
porations in the developing coun- 
tries, for promoting multilateral 
forms of negotiation and assist- 
ance, for (he relocation of global 
demand from tee north to the 
south and for a general readjust- 
ment of north-south relations. All 
these are stands which deserve 
tee fullest attention a fid support. 
The problems of tee struggle 
for peace are very naturally close- 
ly connected with tee establish-' 
meat of global development 
equilibrium, with special refer- 
ence to environmental protection 
on a world-wide scale. It has been 
pointed out with every justifica- 
tion that the world's global inter- 


dependence is most completely 
reflected in tee need to protect 
human environment which knows 
no national, ideological or geog- 
raphical frontiers. 

Some of the parties of Socialist 
International operate in NATO 
member states and favour tee 
preservation of this military poli- 
tical alliance. However all mem- 
bers of Socialist International 
consider that SI should have a 
strictly defensive role and they 
are against any attempt to expand 
its competence. A priority task is 
initiating tbe process of disarma- 
ment, particularly the elimination 
of nuclear and all other weapons 
for mass destruction. Most of tee 
parties of Socialist International 
explicitly opposed the arms race 
spreading to include outer space, 
convinced that peace-minded 
partnership with the socialist 
countries cannot be buflt up 
under conditions of an escalating 
arms race and striving for military 
supremacy, bat only under condi- 
tions of detente. 

The west European members 
of Socialist International are 
more and more visibly inclined to 
strengthen tee independence of 
western Europe, especially within 
the framework of tee EEC, but 
not exclusively so. As to security, 
these parties advocate rehn- 
quisiring tee “deterrent” doctrine 
and tee balance of fear in favour 
of a doctrine of collective security 
for one and all. Socialist Internati- 
onal members in western Europe, 
but also in other parts of tec 
world, are making it increasingly 
dear that they are against either 
superpower striving to attain 
military supremacy. 

Tbe opposition to conservative 
tendencies on tee socio-economic 
plane, bote internal and interna- 
tional and notable orientation 
towards resolving crucial world 
problems deserve due attention 
Md support. It is to be hoped 
they will become prevalent frame 
® member countries 
of Socialist International, for to- 
day this is not yet the case. 

. Tm range of tee strategy for 
which the parties of Socialist In- 
ternational have opted will be pot 
to the test in practice. However 
onc fhouJd not underestimate the 
possibilities this orientation 
opens up in transcending the his- 
tone split in tee workers* move- 
ment through cooperation in re- 
rolving acute world problems — 
Review of Interrational Affairs* 
Belgrade. 
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Motoring’s contribution to the swinging sixties alive and Weill Herbalists face lean times with 


. By Chris Peterson 

Reuter 

LONDON — The mini is alive 
and well and reports of the death 
of British Motoring’s contribu- 
tion to the swinging 60’s are 
premature. 

Over 27 years since it first burst 
onto fee motoring scene with its 
revolutionary transverse engine; 
box-shaped body and front-wheel 
drive, the Mini is enjoying a new 
lease of life, according to its 
manufacturers. 

Graham Day, who took over as 
Austin Rover’s chair man and 
chief executive in May last year, 
said last week he had been horri- 
fied to leant that there were plans 
to ‘scrap the Mini this year, which 
he had stopped. I received literal- 
ly hundreds of letters. Some peo- 
ple actually ask me where they 
can find a second-hand Mini. I 
tell them we are still makin g 
them,” he said. 

There have been man y imita- 
tors since and sales of the car 
whose name inspired some of the 
briefest skirts ever seen on a 
human being have topped the five 
million. 

But despite its cramped in- 
terior, odd driving position — 
once described as like being in a 
London bus at ground level — 
and distinctly outdated looks, the 
demand is still strong enough for 
Austin Rover to turn out between 
500 and 650 vehicles a week at its 
Longbiidge plant in Britain’s in- 
dustrial midlands. 

The Mini represents for Bri- 
tain’s Motor industry what Volk- 
swagen's eternal Beetle - over 20 
million made in just under 40 
years — means to West Germany 
and Gtroea’s 2CV, still in pro- 
duction, means to France. 

Not that the car, which now 
retails at around £3,800 ($5,700), 
makes much money for Austin 
Rover. 


“Although it is comparatively 
cheaper than when it first went on 
sale and we have long since paid 
off the development costs, there’s 
not a big profit margin on the 
car,” an Austin Rover spokes- 
man said. 

“Frankly the real benefit is the 
image — if we were to stop 
making it, there would be an 
outcry,” he added. 

While the car is now consi- 
dered a “must” for some women 


in Paris, and has become a cult in 
Japan — home of the inexpensive 
automobile — the Mini is no 
stranger to fashion. 

Its appearance in 1959 coin- 
cided with the swinging 60’s, the 
period when London was the 
centre of a liberated lifestyle and 
the Mini played a central role. 

Aspiring hippies painted flow- 
ers all over it. Youngsters barely 
out of their teens bolted on wide 
wheels, a straight-through ex- 


haust system, an impossible array 
of spotlights and pretended they 
were winning the Monte Carlo 
Rally. 

Various versions appeared, 
from the basic 850 cc model to the 
luxury radford conversion, with 
leather seats, a walnut dash- 
board, electric windows and a 
price tag to match. 

Ironically the Mini's biggest 
failure could have been its biggest 
success. A jeep-like version cal- 


led the Mini-moke, with a canvas 
fop and the bare minimum of 
equipment, foiled to excite the 
forming community it was aimed 
at, simply because of its low 
ground clearance. 

But the trendy crowds throng- 
ing the king’s road in the chic 
wesr London area of Chelsea 
soon snapped it up and there was 
an outcry when British Ley land, 
as the company then was, stop- 
ped making it. A buyer would be 



lucky to find one for £1,500 
($2,280) these days. 

The Mini even attracted the 
ultimate 1960’s tribute — three 
hotted-up Mini-coopers starred in 
a film called ‘The Italian Job,” 
with two human co-stars called 
Michael Caine and Noel Coward 
trying hard not to be upstaged. 

The 1960’s and 7Q’s saw 
another craze — how many peo- 
ple could squeeze into a Mini. 
According to researchers at the 
Guinness book of records, 33 
students from a London school 
managed to pack themselves into 
a car designed to bold four adults 
at the most in 1970. 

In later years Austin Rover did 
not even bother to advertise Bri- 
tain's best-selling mass produced 
car — over five million sold in 27 
years. 

When we did start a limited 
advertising campaign just before 
Christmas, sales shot up. Sales in 
France last year were 6,719, an 
increase of 15 per cent. In Japan 
it has become a cult car — “we 
actually sold 2,280 there last year, 
a 100 peT cent increase on the 
year before,” said the Austin 
-Rover spokesman. 

The Mini itself has a confused 
parentage. Its designer, Alec Issi- 
gonis, was working for the British 
Motor Corporation (BMC), 
when it first saw the light of day. 

But in a series of name changes 
the Mini’s parents were succes- 
sively British Leyland, BL and 
now Austin Rover. 

One goup didn't outlast the 
Mini. Graham Day recently told 
BBC radio that the Mini’s life 
would be extended well into 
1991. 

Asked what had happened to 
the management team who had 
recommended its demise, there 
was the barest pause before he 
said: “They no longer work for 
the company.” 


switch to modern medicine 


By Found Gawhari 
Reuter 

BAHRAIN — Herbalists, work- 
ing from the narrow, winding 
alleyways of traditional Arab 
markets, say they are facing lean 
times because their clients are 
switching to modern medicines. 

Instead of potions made of 
boiled roots, grasses, spices and 
animal parts, customers want 
antibiotics and other medicines, 
both prescribed and non-pre- 
scribed, from pharmacies. 

This change in attitude de- 
veloped from the fact that the 
Gulf states have the most adv- 
anced medical services in the 
Middle East. 

“In the past, a bawwaj (herbal- 
ist) shop was like a pharmacy 
teeming with clients, but now we 
only get a very few,” lamented 
Jasem Bin Ibrahim from Qatar. 

In Abu Dhabi, 70-year-old 
Mohammad Abdullah, one of the 
very few herbalists left in the 
emirate, said his business was 
steadily declining and he was now 
engaged in general trade as well 
as herbs. 

“I can’t make a living just 
selling herbs anymore,” he told 
Reuters. “Few people use herbs 
nowadays.” 

Bahrain’s Haji Joma Ahmed 
A! Kanguni said his business bad 
fallen off from the past when 
clients used to pack his shop 
seeking remedies. 

However, Kanguni, at 68 one 
of the oldest herbalists on this 
island state, said a number of 
recipes, mostly sex potions, re- 
main in demand, especially for 
those over 50. 

One is his own recipe, which he 
calls the “kanguni formula,” 


composed of eight herbs which he 
claims is very effective as an 
aphrodisiac. 

“The composition is a secret 
but I can tell you nutmeg powder 
is one ingredient,” a grinning 
Kanguni said. 

Another libido stimulant is 
ambergris, a waxlike, odiferous 
substance found in the intenstines 
of the sperm whale and widely 
used in the manufacture of the 
best perfumes. 

“A fragment of the stuff in a 
glass of milk before going to bed 
for two weeks does it,” said 
Kanguni, who has three wives 
and 12 children. 

But not many people can 
afford it as one gramme costs 
about $150 he added. 

Other potions are supposed 
to be able to erase face wrinkles, 
rejuvenate the muscles, end 
headaches and strengthen weak 
hearts. 

Heaping praise on his wares, 
Kanguni said a mixture of helba 
(fenugreek) and rashad (garden 
pepper grass seeds) is used as a 
tonic for women in childbirth. 

Al majmou'ah (the collection), 
a blended brew of 12 herbs, is 
good for gastric and digestive 
problems. Another potion, called 
auraur al-deek (cock’s comb), is 
used for children's abdominal 
pain. 

Boiled cammoun (cumin) and 
yansoun (aniseed) relieve inten- 
stinal trouble. 

“These are cures endowed by 
nature and better than chemical- 
ly-treated ingredients,” Kanguni 
said, but his shop was empty 
while a pharmacy nearby was 
crowded with Bahrainis buying 
modern medicines. 


Egyptian government 
approves startup 
of American quest 
for ancient air 


The Third World baby racket 

‘Beirut newspapers advertise children for sale’ 


Scientists explore therapeutic 
values of body wastes 


By Mimi Mann 

The Associated Press 

.GIZA, Egypt — American and 
Egyptian. scientists are preparing 
to probe a 4,600-year-old time 
tunnel, a sealed underground pit 
in the shadow of the Great Pyra- 
mid of Cheops. 

In a season of major scientific 
missions atop Giza plateau, the 
new effort is the most venture- 
some, marshaling technology 
used on the moon. 

Financed mainly by the 
Washington-based National 
Geographic Society, the project 
has received an initial go-ahead 
from the Egyptian antiquities 
organisation. Organisers plan to 
begin preliminary work in the 
spring and return in the fall. 

They have two goals: 

— To bottle for analysis air 
trapped when Old Kingdom 
workmen fitted massive limes- 
tone slabs on top of the pit and 
sealed them with gypsum plaster. 

— To insert a liny camera into 
the pit and take a peek into the 
unopened chamber. 

After these two steps, the sci- 
entists plan to withdraw without 
unsealing the pit. They want to 
leave die ancient chamber the 
same way they found it. 

“Nothing from our atmosphere 
will disturb the moment of time 
when the pit was sealed,” said 
Egyptian-bom American Farouk 
Al Baz, director of Boston Uni- 
versity’s centre for remote 
sensing. 

Al Baz, a scientist with the 
U.S. space programme is coordi- 
nating tbe mission on tbe Amer- 
ican side. 

In January, Japanese techni- 
cians with ground-scanning radar 
detected tantalising signs that 
ar tifac ts might have survived in- 
side the pit. the only one of 
Cheops’ five so-called boat pits 
still to be uncovered. 

Three neighbouring pits were 
discovered empty, but, early in 
1954, workmen clearing nibble 
next to Cheops found side-by- 
side pits 18.5 metres from the 
pyramid’s southern face. 

The first pit yielded a disman- 
tled royal ship 43.5 metres long. 
Gingerly laid out. it nevertheless 
broke into 1,224 pieces and re- 
quired 10 years for reconstruc- 
tion. What emerged was a mag- 
nificent craft, the largest and 
best-preserved boat known to 
have survived from the ancient 
world. Made of Lebanese cedar, 
its rope-stitched beams were 
curved into an mutation of a raft 
made of bundled papyrus. 

Egyptologists debate whether 
the craft ever sailed on the Nile 
whether it might have femed 
Cheops' body to final death rites, 
or whether it was a vehicle for the 
dead king’s continual journey 
through the afterlife. 

In andent Egypt’s no cult, 
two boats would have been re- 
quired for that journey, one to 
cross the horizon in tbe daytime. 

and another to enter and exit tbe 


underworld of the night. 

One explanation for the twin 
pits is that the boat from the first 
represents the solar journey and 
that from the still-sealed pit con- 
tains a nocturnal vessel, possibly 
with artifacts to protect the Phar- 
aoh from the perils of the night. 

During 30 years of working 
with earth and planetary geology, 
Al Baz became convinced the 
technology he was using for the 
ApoUo-Soyuz mission and the 
Apollo lunar landings could be. 
adapted to archaeology. Egyptian 
• authorities agreed to let him try. 
Two years have already been 
spent on the project. Al Baz and 
National Geographic Society ex- 
perts have constructed a mockup 
of Giza plateau to rehearse the 
effort “so that every step will be 
correct,” he said. 

Al A baz said the project begins 
in April with surveys of the pit 
using higher resolution ground- 
scanning radar than that used by 
the Japanese, which registered 
three columns of various mate- 
rials in the pit. In September or 
October, the retainer wall just 
above the pit will be removed, Al 
Baz said. 

Omar Al Arini, Egyptian coor- 
dinator on the project, said radar 
readings must show the best entry 
point through the limestone and 
the contours of the pit. “We must 
avoid hitting any (of its) contents 
with the drill,” he said. 

The 41 slabs covering the first 
pit were sealed by liquid gypsum 
plaster poured between and 
around the blocks. The second 
pit’s construction appears similar, 
but the covering slabs remain 
covered by desert sand. 

To penetrate the pit without 
disturbing its environment, tbe 
team will use a drill similar to one 
that took core samples on the 
moon. No water, oil or air will be 
introduced, and no heat or vibra- 
tions will be generated when the 
drill with a special sealer bores 
downward, Al Baz said. 

Environmental monitoring sen- 
sors will record temperature, 
pressure, humidity and any ex- 
change of air between the rock of 
the pit and the outside world, be 
said. 

Several samples of air, to be 
analysed by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
in Boulder, Colorado, will be 
sucked into specially designed 
bottles similar to those used in 
NASA's space shuttle prog- 
ramme. 

From the air samples, scientists 
hope to learn to recreate atmos- 
pheric conditions that could be 
used to preserve other 
threatened antiquities such as 
tbe boat excavated from the first 
pit. 

After the air samples are 
taken, Al Baz said, cameras de- 
veloped by National Geographic 
win be inserted in the pit for 
digital photos and television im- 
ages. “Well take photos and 
reseal the pit as if nothing hap- 
pened,” he said. 


By Radhakrishna Rao 

BANGALORE, India — From 
Lebanon in the Middle East to 
Malaysia in South East Asia, 
trading in innocent babies has 
become a booming multi- milli on 
dollar business. Every day, 
thousands of infonts are bought 
and sold in vajious parts of Asia, 
with .a professional. ^expertise 
more usually associated with a 
commodity market or a stock 
exchange. 

Depending on the mood of the 
buyers and the prevailing econo- 
mic conditions, the price of 
babies being offered for sale 
fluctuates wildly. But the eager- 
ness of childless couples in North 
America and Europe to have a 
family, added to the shortage of 
babies available for adoption in 
those countries, means that the 
market for Third World children 
is brisk. 

In some parts of the world, the 
baby trade is quite blatant. News- 
papers in Beirut have started 
carrying advertisements offering 
children for sale. One recent 
example in the daily Al Nahar 
read: “For sale — eight children. 
I Ahmad Badr Tawasheh from 
Kibbeh offer my eight under-age 
children for the price of getting 
them out of Lebanon and giving 
them the basic necessities of fife.” 

This apparently brought re- 
sponses from as for away as Cairo 
and Dubai. It is not an isolated 
case, and is just one manifesta- 
tion of the social and economic 
tensions in strife-tom Lebanon. 

Selling children can be found 


further East too. Recently, police 
in Sri Lanka basted a gang in- 
volved in baby-trading. Four peo- 
ple were arrested in the rather 
respectable southern town of 
Galle. They consisted of a mat- 
ron, a broker and two accom- 
plices, who would buy babies 
.from, mothers tempted either by 
'monetary gain or wanting to 
avoid the shame of looking after 
an illegitimate child. 

Tbe broker arrested in Galle 
confessed that he went round 
villages, estate areas and materni- 
ty wards, scooting for pregnant 
women. Motheiv to-be who 
agreed to sell their babies were 
paid some money in advance, 
with the balance due when they 
handed them over after birth. 
The matron then took care of 
these infants in safe houses in 
Colombo. Once legal formalities 
were completed, foreign foster 
parents who had gone to Sri 
I.anka specially — the over- 
whelming majority from the Un- 
ited States, Sweden or West Ger- 
many — would take the babies 
away with them. 

Daring 1986, at least 200 
babies were also flown out of Sri 
Lanka by. foreign agencies work- 
ing hand-in-glove with local brok- 
ers, according to the Sri Lankan 
Ministry of Social Welfare. The 
ministry alleges that over the past 
few months there have been 
efforts to send pregnant women 
abroad for their delivery, to tiy to 
evade a government clamp-down. 

.During the 1970s, more than 
10,000 Sri Lankan babies are 


believed to have been sold 
abroad. Of these, about 7,000 
reportedly went to Sweden. 
Childless couples in the West are 
willing to pay as much as $4,000 a 
child to foe Sri Lankan brokers. 
Yet out of this, the natural 
mother may receive as little as 
$35, a thermos flask and a piece 
of doth. ‘ •" 

India is another country from 
which hundreds of unwanted 
babies make their way to new 
homes in the USA or Western 
Europe. Every day, at least half a 
dozen newborn children from the 
shuns of Calcutta or foe materni- 
ty homes of New Delhi are allo- 
cated to foster parents abroad. A 
couple of years ago, there was an 
outcry in India over foe way that 
an adoption agency based in 
Atlanta, Georgia, had involved 
itself in this baby-smuggling- 
scheme. 

The agency was said to have 
employed off-duty airline crews, 
mainly from U.S. carriers, to 
escort foe children, using their 
staff discounts. Thus foe agents 
were able to cut their operational 
costs considerably. A clinic run 
by a woman who previously 
worked as a field nurse in the 
Vietnam war, played a key role in 
the child-running. She main- 
tained that all foe babies that 
ended up in the clinic had been 
abandoned by their mothers. 

In Malaysia, baby-trading has 
become a highly sophisticated 
and at times utterly crooked rack- 
et. Well-organised syndicates in 
foe capital Kuala Lumpur and 


other towns smuggle babies in 
from neighbouring Thailand. 
Most of these children are bom to 
Thai parents or Kampuchean re- 
fugees, who are too poor to bring 
them op themselves. At times 
these syndicates also . sell illegiti- 
mate children. 

But there have been instances, 
of members of these syndicates 
cheating some unwary foreign 
couples by collecting the agreed 
fee in advance and then dis- 
appearing without producing a 
child. The cheated couples usual- 
ly do not dare report the matter 
to foe police, as they know this 
could land them in trouble them- 
selves. 

However, the police in 
Malaysia have recorded some 
successes in combatting tbe trade. 
Last year, they stumbled across 
an operation at Pandamaran, ab- 
out 50 kilometres from Kuala 
Lumpur. Two women — a midwife 
and her accomplice — were taken 
into custody. At their trial, they 
confessed to having sold a hun- 
dred babies to childless couples. 
The police were intimately able to I 
recover just over half of these. 

Under Malaysian law, people 
caught selling babies can be im- 
prisoned for a period of five 
years, made to pay a large fine or 
both. But police say that it is 
often difficult to prosecute the 
operators, as foe couples who 
have bought children from them 
refuse to give evidence as they 
fear they will subsequently have 
to give up foe babies — Ear- 
thscan feature. 


By Warren E. Leary 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Some che- 
mical wastes of foe body, the 
leftovers of foe millions of daily 
reactions that power the process 
of life, may have beneficial uses 
that belie their image as mere 
garbage, scientists say. 

Tbe yellowing dye responsible 
for jaundice, long dismissed as a 
valueless bodily waste, appears to 
have a beneficial function that 
can lessen tissue damage in can- 
cer, aging, inflammation and 
heart disease, they have said. 

Test tribe studies indicate foe 
bile pigment called bilirubin, 
which yellows foe skin, is a 
powerful antagonist of oxygen 
compounds that play a role in 
numerous diseases and condi- 
tions. 

Scientists from foe University 
of California's Berkeley and San 
Francisco campuses say tbe results 
provide further evidence that sci- 
entists should look at other 
“wastes” from the chemical pro- 
cesses in foe body to see if they 
also have other functions. 

Previous work from foe same 
scientists suggests that uric add, 
another chemical end product, 
may serve as a protective agent in 
blood plasma. The tests with 
bilirubin were designed to test a 
hypothesis posed by oae of the 
researchers, Dr. Alexander N. 
Glazer, that some metabolic byp- 
roducts may play roles as protec- 
tive agents. 

“From its chemical properties, 
we know that bilirubin has char- 
acteristics that haven't been de- 
scribed yet,” Roland Stocker, a 
post doctoral fellow who lead the 
bilirubin study, said in a tele- 
phone interview. 


“Instead of spending 95 per 
cent of our time developing 
means to get rid of bilirubin, we 
should spend time on possible 
beneficial roles of bilirubin,” 
Stocker said. 

When tested with simulated 
cell-surface membranes kept 
under conditions s imilar to those 
found in foe liver, the main organ 
that processes bilirubin, the com- 
pound proved to be as effective 
an antioxidant as foe most active 
ingredient in vitamin E, foe scien- 
tists found. 

Reactive oxygen compounds, 
oxidants, initiate chemical pro- 
cesses that alter cell membranes 
and damage membrane-bound 
enzymes. They have been impli- 
cated in causing or aiding foe 
progress of cancer, aging, heart 
disease, chronic inflammations 
and various infections, foe report 
said. 

Humans, animals and other 
organisms have a complex line of 
antioxidant defenses to prevent 
foe formation of oxidants and 
repair tissues damaged by them. 
It remains to be proven if bilir- 
ubin is part of this defense in 
humans, as indicated in tbe 
laboratory work, the researchers 
said. 

When haemoglobin, foe ox- 
ygen-carrying blood protein, 
breaks down, it produces a com- 
pound called biliverdin. This sub- 
stance then converts to bilirubin, 
a yellowish pigment taken up by 
the b'ver ana excreted into bile. 

Jaundice results from bilirubin 
concentrating in foe body, often 
because of a liver malfunction or 
hepatitis, and this can lead to 
brain inflammation and other 
complications, particularly in in- 
fants. 
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FOR IMPORTED 
AMERICAN STEAKS 
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The First and Only Greek 
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= tonight g 

= AND EVERY NIGHT 5 
3 „ZORBA THE GR£EK„ S 

Z LOCATED B 

“ JABAL AMMAN . 2ND CIRCLE HH 
5 OPP FRENCH LOAF E3 

H TEL 64 15 ®? NO COVER CHARGE W 



l>Al!OTIL A© ||jui|I|I: 

Tel: 66S193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
Shmeisani - Aw wan 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


EVERY = 
DAY 

PEOPLE mo NEED 

xj^MAIWTEWAAlCE 
AM® SERVICES 

CALL US! 


|| Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 
1 Tel. 604671 E 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pol is available 

TaktinvayaveOaMe 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

S. Tel: 661922 7 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 

door-to- door service 

AgnnlM all o* •'OfUt 
Tel: 664090.650852 
Tlx: 222 05 HE5MCOJ0 
Cable: NiBelbehoo, 
P.O. Box 92MBZ 
AMMAN JORDAN 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
jeharcoal Flaming Pot 

1 TakMtwayservk* 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
A 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


' SHAKHSHIR 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 

MMdte East Hotel 


' CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

, 6:30 - Midnight , 
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Jordan, China sign accord 
to build sports city in Irbid 



AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and China Tuesday 
signed an agreement for the construction of the Ai 
Hass an Sports City in Irbid at the cost of JD 7.1 
million to be partly covered by a Chinese loan. 

of Youth, and the Municipality of 
Irbid. China will contribute to the 
construction of the project which 
is expected to take 30 months to 
complete, the minister pointed 
out. 


The agreement, signed by 
Minister of Public Works 
Mahmoud Al Hawamdeh and 
China's ambassador to Jordan, 
Chang Jin, provides for the 
Jordanian treasury to cover JD 
2.4 million of the project's cost, 
while the rest, JD 4.7 million, will 
be covered by a loan from the 
Chinese government. 

Jordan will pay back the loan in 
five years time starting in 1994; 
half of the loan will be repayed in 
the form of Jordanian industrial 
products, according to the terms 
of the agreement. 

Following the signing cere- 
mony, which took place at the 
Ministry of Public Works, Mr. 
Hawamdeh said the agreement is 
in implementation of an under- 
standing reached between the 
two sides during a visit by the 
Chinese President Li Xiannian to 
Jordan in 1984. The agreement is 
a part of the two countries joint 
endeavour to promote bilateral 
cooperation, the minister noted. 

The design for the sports city 
project, which was prepared by 
Chinese architects bas been re- 
vised and approved by the Minis- 
try of Public Works, the Ministry 


The project will be built on a 
100 dunum plot of land, of which 
die buildings and other installa- 
tions will take up 25.000 square 
metres, the minister continued. 


He said that the sports city will 
include a gymnasium hall seating 

2.000 people, an Olympic sta- 
dium accommodating at least 

15.000 spectators, a training hall 
for basketball, volleyball and 
badminton, and swimming pools, 
and essentia] services. 

According to the minister, 
work on the project will start in 
the coming three months. 

At the ceremony, the Chinese 
ambassador made a speech re- 
viewing Jordanian-Chinese rela- 
tions in various fields and called 
for a strengthening of bilateral 
cooperation. 



Minister of Public Works Mahmoud AI Hawamdeh (left) and China’s 
ambassador to Jordan, Chang Jin (right), sign agreement Tuesday for 
construction of Al Hassan Sports City in Irbid (Petra photo) 


Rockets hold Off challenge by Spurs 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — The 
Houston Rockets were clinging to 
a 100-98 lead when San Antonio's 
Alvin Robertson whipped a pass 
to Artis Gilmore. But with 
Akeem Olajuwon on one side 
and Robert Reid on the other, the 
only way Gilmore could get to the 
ball was to foul. 

Reid canned two free throws 
with 12 seconds remaining and 
Houston knocked off the Spurs 
105-100 for its fifth triumph in as 
many meetings this season. 

Oiajuwon led the way for 
Houston with 32 points and Reid 
had 21. For San Antonio. Alvin 
Robertson scored 26 and Mike 
Mitchell 20 

Mavericks 135, Sans 112 

Deals won at home for the fifth 
straight time by drubbing 
Phoenix. The- Mavericks are 25-5 
at Reunion Arena. 

The Mavericks never trailed 
against Phoenix and led by 33 
points late in the third quarter. 
Meanwhile, Phoenix lost its 
seventh consecutive game and 


second straight under interim 
coach Dick Van Arsdale, who 
replaced the fired John MacLeod 
last Thursday. 

Larry Nance led the Suns with 
25 points. James Donaldson had 
22 points and Mark Aguirre 21 
for Dallas. 

Hawks 121, Bullets 99 

Kevin Willis scored 26 points 
and grabbed 17 rebounds as 
Atlanta stretched its winning 
streak to three games and 
climbed with Wz games of first- 
place Detroit in the Central Divi- 
sion. 

The Hawks, who were led by 
Dominique Wilkins' 33 points, 
blew a 13 point lead in the second 
period, then pulled away again in 
the third quarter behind Randy 
Wittman’s .12 points. An 8-0 run . 
late in the period, capped by. 
Wilkins’ layup wjth 3:21 left, ex- 
tended the margin to 84-66. 

Jeff Malone bad 22 points for 
Washington. 

Kings 117, Nuggets 114 

Mark Olberding hit all 13 of his 
free throws and scored a season- 


high 21 poults as Sacramento 
defeated Denver. 

The Kings got 24 points each 
from Eddie Johnson and Otis 
Thorpe, who also had 15 re- 
bounds, and 23 from Reggie 
Theus in handing Denver, its 10th 
loss in the last 12 games. 

Darrell Walker sparked De- 
nver off the bench with 20 points, 
Alex English had 26 and Lafayet- 
te Lever 15 points, plus 16 re- 
bounds and 10 assists, his 13th 
“triple double” of the season. 

Su^ersooics 123, Cavaliers 

Seattle’s Tom Chambers 
scored 36 points, including six in 
a row to defuse a fourth-quarter 
Cleveland rally, as the Sonics 
won their third straight game. 
Cleveland was led by its rookie, 
triumvirate as John L. Wifiiaihs 
and Brad Daugherty each scored 
25 points and Ron Harper added 
20. Xavier McDaniel had 19 for 
the Sonics while Alton Lister 
grabbed 21 rebounds and Nate 
McMillan contributed 16 assists. 


SHORTLY..! 



N. Korea ups demands 


TOKYO (AP) — North Korea 
insisted that eight of the 23 events 
in the 1988 Olympics should be 
moved from South Korea to the 
North Korean capital of Pyon- 
gyang. 

Chin Chung Guk, vice chair- 
man of the North Korean Olym- 
pic Committee, told a news con- 
ference Tuesday in Pyongyang, 
however, that the North was not 
rejecting the International Olym- 
pic Committee's proposal to stage 
two events in the North, Pyon- 
gyang’s official Korean central 
news agency reported. 



The agency, monitored in 
Tokyo, said Gun explained that 
the North agreed to hold table 
tennis and archery as proposed. 

But he added that two events 
are not enough, and that “our 
side should host one-third (of the 
23 events) in view of the popula- 
tion proportion in the North and 
the South." 

The TOC also proposed that 
preliminary soccer matches and a 
cycling road race could be held in 
the North. 

IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch said last month after 
talks with a North Korean delega- 
tion in Lausanne, Switzerland: “I 
think the offer is a very generous ■ 
proposal, a historic one.” 


Edberg beats Curren, thunderstorm 
to advance in int’l players tourney 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) 
— As has become his habit, 
second-seeded Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden created very little fa nfare 
on his way to the quarterfinals of 
the International Players Cham- 
pionships with a 7-5, 6-3, 6-4 
victory over Kevin Curren. 

Edberg, playing the first match 
of the day on the stadium court, 
finished off Curren in 93 minutes 
apd was in the locker room be- 
fore most of the traditionally late- 
arriving crowd had set foot on the 
International Tennis Centre 
grounds. 

The fans were the real losers, 
however, as only one other sing- 
les match was completed before 
thunderstorms forced cancella- 
tion of play. In that match, ninth- 
seeded Claudia Kohde-Kilsch of 
West Germany dominated the 
final set to beat seventh-seeded 
Zina Garrison 6-4, 4-6, 6-1 and 
reach the women's quarterfinals. 

Three other singles matches 
were underway when the rains 
came, with fourth-seeded Yan- 
nick Noah of France leading 
Johan Kriek 4-6, 6-3, 5-3 and 
Slobodan Zivojinovic of Yugosla- 
via ahead of ninth-seeded Milos- 


lav Metir 6-2, 0-3. In a women’s 
round of 16 contest, sixth-seeded 
Helena Sukova of Czechoslova- 
kia was ahead 5-7, 7-5, 3-2 over 
13th-seeded Lori McNeil. 

Also postponed were matches 
which featured top-seeded Ivan 
Lqndl against 16th -seeded Brad 
Gilbert and Stephanie Rebe 
against third-seeded Chris Evert 
Boyd. 

Edberg had no idea the rain 
was on the way, but he wasted no 
time with Curren. 

“I don't think I can play any 
better than that,” be said. “To- 
day is the first match of this 
tournament I've played very 
well." 

Edberg, who has dropped only 
one set in four matches here, has 
been playing his best tennis in 
recent months. He won the Au- 
stralian Open and the U.S. In- 
door before losing to Boris Beck- 
er of West Germany in the finals 
of the Pilot Pen Classic last 
month. 

‘Tm more confident than I was 
a year ago,” said Edberg, who 
dropped behind Becker to no. 3 
in the rankings last week. “I'm a 
little bit quicker. And I’m playing 
more carefully, not taking as 


many chances.” 

. Although he has won the Au- 
stralian Open twice, Edberg 
hasn't attracted much attention 
because he has been in only one 
other Grand Slam 'semifinal — at 
the U.S. Open last year 

‘The three majois are the 
French, Wimbledon and the U.S. 

Open and that's where you get 
the publicity,” said the soft- 
spoken Swede. “If I win there, 
the publicity will come, but I’m 
not 'worried about it." 

Kohde-Kilsch has been ranked 
as high as no. 4 in the world in 
1985, but she has slipped to 
eighth in recent months. Garrison 
is one of those who slipped past 
her in the computer list, but the 
Houston native can’t seem to 
beat Kohde-Kilsch on the court. 

Monday’s victory was the third 
straight for Kohde-Kilsch over 
Garrison. 

“Since she changed her game 
and started coming in more, I 
beat her," said Kohde-Kilsch. 
“Before that, she beat me five 
times in a row. I don't know why 
it is. She seems to be comfortable 
coming in and it works against 
most people." 


British court holds Heysel 
fans pending extradition 


LONDON (R) — A British court 
ordered 26 soccer fans detained 
pending a decision on their extra- 
dition to Belgium after accepting 
there was evidence of their role in 
rioting that led to 39 deaths at 
Brussels’ Heysel Stadium in 1985. 

Magistrate David Hopkin said 
Tuesday that there was sufficient 
evidence that all 26 took part in 
unlawful acts, either charging, 
throwing missiles or fighting in a 
riot before the 1985 European 
Cup final between Liverpool and 
Italian champion Juveatus. 

A final decision on whether the 
fans should be extradited to face 
manslaughter charges in Belgium 
rests with Home Secretary (in- 


terior minister) Douglas Hurd. 
Lawyers for the 26 appealed 
against the judgement. 

Most of those killed in the riot 
were Italians. Many were crushed 
under a wall which collapsed as 
panic-stricken fans tried to flee a 
charge by Liverpool supporters. 

The 26 suspects were identified 
after painstaking analysis of tele- 
vision film and police videos. The 
event took place in front of a 
huge live, television audience 
which had tuned in for Europe's 
top soccer encounter. 

English clubs were banned in- 
definitely from European com- 
petitions following the riot. 


Paris-Peking race 
heads for Dhaka 

ABU DHABI (R) — Seventeen 
light aircraft buzzed into the hot 
desert air over the Gulf emirate 
of Abu Dhabi Tuesday and throt- 
tled np across the Arabian Sea 
towards Dhaka on the second leg 
of a race to Pelting. 

The air rally, billed by organis- 
ers as the 1 longest race of any kind 
ever held, covers 35.000 
kilometres from Paris to Peking 
and back. 

The leader after the first leg 
was a Fran co-Swiss team Led by 
captain Francois Gareon in a Pip- 
er Malibu. 

The planes were due to reach 
Bangladesh from 0600 local time 
Wednesday after crossing India 
and Pakistan. 


Spain has shot at 3 European cups 


LONDON (R) — Real Madrid 
will. lead a concerted Spanish 
attack on all three major Euro- 
pean club soccer trophies 
Wednesday 1 when' it meets Red 
Star Belgrade in the most evoca- 
tive Champions' Cup quarter-fin- 
al tie of Ihe night. 

Spain supplied finalists in all 
three competitions last season, 
but succeeded only in one — 
Madrid's retention of the UEFA 
Cup — and Real, Real Zaragoza 
in the Cup Winners’ Cup and 
Barcelona in the UEFA Cup 
offer Spain another chance to lift 
all three trophies when the 
tournaments resume after a 
three-month break. 

Having removed Italian Cham- 
pion Juventus after a passionate 
encounter in Turin last Novem- 
ber, Madrid, six-times winner of 


the premier tournament, faces 
another match sure to be charged 
by emotion and history in Bel- 
grade. 

Indeed, such are the traditions 
and achievements of Yugoslavia 
and Spain's greatest elute, it is 
something of a mystery they have 
not met before in a major Cham- 
pions' Cup tie during the com- 
petition’s 30-year history. 

Madrid, with its international 
strike force of Mexican Hugo 
Sanchez, Argentina’s Jorge Val- 
dano and Spain's Emilio Butra- 
gueno, if he is fit to play, possess 
the firepower to steal a narrow 
win and justify its place as the 
favourite for the final in Vienna. 

There, the semifinal draw per- 
mitting, it is widely hoped it will 
meet Dynamo Kiev, the Soviet 
champion, who lost 1-0 to 1986 


Champions’ Cup Winner Steaua 
Bucharest in the Super Cup last 
week. 

While Kiev is fikely to play at a 
measured "Strolf, * the" pace - ' in 
Munich where! West - German' 
champion Bayern meets Bel- 
gium's Anderlecht in a repeat of 
last season's quarter-final is sure 
to be more frantic* 

The top ties in the Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup see Ajax Amsterdam, 
coached by Johann Cruyff, visit 
Sweden's Malmo and Bordeaux 
plays Torpedo Moscow. Zarago- 
za plays Vitosha Sofia, whose 
team includes the talented Nasko 
Sirakov, Bulgaria’s top striker 
with 23 g oals this season. 

In the UEFA Cup, Barcelona, 
beaten 4-0 at home by Sporting 
Gijon last Sunday, travels to 
Scotland to play Dundee United. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Jordan to host Arab soccer tourney 


AMMAN (R) — Elimination matches for the Arab soccer dub 
championship will be held in Jordan in June, a soccer official said 
Tuesday. Teams from Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and Syria 
would take part, said Mohammed Jamil Abdnl Qader, secretary 
general of the Jordan Football Federation. He told Reuters the 
matches would be organised by the Ai Faisali dub, the 1986 
Jordanian Honour League champion. He also said Jordan would 
host the 1988 finals of the Arab Cup between 10 teams from five 
Arab geographical groups. 

Watford beats Walsall in FA Cup 

WALSALL, England (AP) — Andy Donum's shot into his own 
goal gave Watford a 1-0 victory over Walsall in a fifth-round 
second replay in the FA Cup, ending the Third Division club's ; 
hopes of glory in English soccer's top knockout competition. 
Watford will play in the quarterfinals against another First 
Division team. Arsenal. The mistake by Doman came in the -7th 
minute of the match Monday night at Walsall s fellow park 
ground, jammed with a Capacity 16.000 fans. Watford winger 
John Barnes appeared trapped near the corner flag but worked - 
his way down the endline and drove a swinging, knee-high cross 
toward teammate Luther Blissett. Walsall goalkeeper Fred 
Barber stayed on his line and Doman tried to dear the ball. But 
his effort sliced past Barber into the net. 

Ban Schumacher, says Brazilian captain 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Carlos Alberto Torres, captain of 
Brazil's 1970 World Cup winning team, was quoted as saying 
West German international goalkeeper Harald Schumacher 
should be banned after drug-taking revelations in a forthcoming 
autobiography. “Soccer is a serious thing. There is no doubt rhar 
what Schumacher was looking for was publicity for his controver- 
sial book,” Carlos Alberto told the newspaper Folha De Sao 
Paulo in an interview. “I think that if Schumacher and his 
teammates who admitted having taken stimulants are eliminated 
from professional soccer, officials would be giving a good 
example," he said. Schumacher revealed he and several col- 
leagues had taken drugs in his book “Starting Whistle,” extracts 
from which were published recently in a West German magazine. 

7 countries Interested in World Cup 

ZURICH (R) — Seven countries have applied to stage the 1994 
World Cup finals, the International Football Federation (FTFA) 
said. The national associations of Algeria, Benin, Brazil, Chile, 
Morocco, South Korea and the United States met the Feb. 28 
deadline for applications. The next stage is for the seven to 
confi rm or withdraw its applications by April 10 haying studied 
FIFA’s conditions for hosting the finals. Final applications will 
then have to be submitted by Sept. 30. The decision on who hosts 
the 1994 finals will be taken by FIFA’s executive committee on 
June 30 next year. 

Ireland replaces Wales in Punhill Cup 

ST. ANDREWS, Scotland (AP) — Ireland has replaced Wales 
among the eight seeded teams in this year's one million dollar 
Dunhill Cup golf tournament, officials said. The change came as 
a reward for the Irish team, which ousted highly rated Spain in 
last year’s event. It means Wales, a quarterfmalist a year ago, will 
have fo go tbrbugb regional qualifying to make the field for this 
year's tournament, set for Oct. 1-4- at the old course of Sl 
A ndrews. The other seeded teams are England, Scotland, the 
United States, Japan, Canada, Spain and defending-champion 
Australia. 

UEFA concerned over fan violence 

ZURICH, Switzerland (R) — A senior European Football Union 
(UEFA) official Tuesday urged national associations to take 
stronger measures to curb spectator violence. UEFA Secretary- 
General Hans Bangerter was reacting to weekend incidents in 
Italy, West Germany and the Netherlands, where Den Haag’s 
home tie with Ajax Amsterdam was abandoned at halftime after 
rioting at the Zuiderpark Stadium. “We are naturally very 
concerned about them and do hope the national associations and 
the local security authorities will take the strongest possible 
measures to crush this expanding soccer hooliganism.” he said. 


Warm weather threatens to spoil ’88 Winter Games in Calgary 


By John Korobanik 

Associated Press 

CALGARY, Alberta — A year 
before the start of the 1988 Win- 
ter Olympic Games, some people 
in the host city of Calgary are 
spending -their winter playing 
golf. 
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BMW- 323 i FOR SALE 

1985 model, black, 2 door manual, with alloy wheels and 
tinted glass. 29,000 km only. Most of them in Europe. 
Bought in Denmark and rarely used. Duty NOT paid. Oniv 
JD 3,500. - 

Contact 819982 working hours 
819156 evenings ' 



FOR SALE 

Suzuki jeep SJ 410 
Model 1985 
12,500 kms. 

Duty NOT paid 
Price: JD 1,600 

HI-FI SET (4 elements) 

LW/MW/FM stereo tuner 
Stereo cassette deck 
Stereo power amplifier 
Stereo preamplifier 
with 2 speakers 
• Mr. Reymond Robert 
Tel: 818092 



If there’s one uncontrollable 
concern facing the Calgary Olym- 
pic Organising Committee, it’s 
the warmth of recent Alberta 
winters. Instead of cold and white 
with snow, Calgary this winter 
has been warm and brown. 

Less than an hour’s drive away, 
the snow-covered peaks of the 
Rocky Mountains tease the com- 
mittee. But the lack of snow was 
a problem this winter, interfering 
with, but not cancelling, pre- 
Olympic events held to test about 
$188 million worth of facilities for 
the Games. 

Only last December, Calgary’s 
coordhiator of Alpine events. Bill 
Wearmouth, said that “snow is 
not a problem anymore" at 
Mount Allan. 

“The only thing that could kill 
it is the biggest Chinook (wind) in 
50 years, or rain, and it never 
rains here in December," he said. 


His words came back to haunt 

him. 

The Calgary region began ex- 
periencing above-normal tem- 
peratures almost immediately af- 
ter Wearmouth made his predic- 
tion. December’s average mean 
temperature was 40 degrees, and 
January was the fourth mildest 
since since 1883. 

Calgary received less than 3.8 
centimetres of snow in January, 
well below the average of 20 
centimetres. Where there nor- 
mally would be knee-high snow, 
there wasn't enough for a good 
snowball fight 

Weather officials, reluctant to 
make any kind of prediction ab- 
out next winter, concede that 
Calgary winters have been getting 
increasingly milder and drier for 
five years. 

An environment official said it 
was difficult to say what has been 


happening with the local climate 
because temperatures for the last 
10 years have fluctuated wildly. 

These types of problems are 
not new to Olympics. Snow had 
to be trucked to skiing sites for 
the 1984 Games at' Sarajevo, 
Yugoslavia. There was no snow 
on the ground until a major storm 
struck days before the Games 
began. 

Lake Placid, New York, suf- 
fered through a similarly mild, 
dry winter in 1979-80. The weath- 
er didn’t turn cold and snowy 
until the Games began, but Lake 
Placid organisers were saved by 
extensive snowmaking and refri- 
geration systems at all venues. 

Calgary organisers are well 
aware of these potential problems 
and have designed similar safe- 
guards into their facilities. 

Millions of dollars in saow- 
rnakig- equipment was built on all 
■ outdoor sites, enabling the facili- 
ties to operate with little or no 


natural snow. All* that’s really 
required is freezing temperatures 
so snowmaking is possible. 

Sometimes, however, even that 
has been a problem. 

Because of mild weather, the 
$I8.8-miUion Nakiska ski area at 
Mount Allan had trouble keeping 
half its runs open despite $3.8 
million worth of snowmaking 
equipment. 

Even at Lake Louise and, to a 
lesser degree. S unshin e Village 
near Banff, where natural snow is 
usually abundant, skiers have had 
to contend with bare spots and 
rocks all winter. 

Olympic officials regard the 
warm winter as one more test. 
They give themselves passing 
marks. 

Canada Olympic Park, the $45- 
million development on the out- 
skirts of Calgary, where ski jump- 
ing, bobsled and luge will be. 
held, was hit the hardest by the 
mild winter. 


“AN EXPERIENCED LADY- SECRETARY” 

in mid-thirties, fluent in English and Arabic required by an 
Embassy. 

Complete bio-datas to be sent to P.O. Box 1232,! 
Amman, by March 10, 1987. 


GROUND-FLOOR FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A super-deluxe apartment with independent entrance and 
garden Consisting of two bedrooms, three salons, storaae 
room, dining room, kitchen and bathroom with independent 
central heating and telephone. 

oveftookir ’ 9 ,he Queen Alia International 

- Call: 816468 and 643131 - Amman 
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CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


SAFARI 3000 


Pe rf ormances 3-'W, 


Mil. H .30. 10:30 A-'^ 



Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


FALLING IN 
LOVE 


^*rfbrm«n^^ 


Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


BAND OF THE 
HAND 

Je H bfMMBa330.fclS.S30. 1030 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


HEARTBURN 


Perform* B«as330. fcOO. 8 JO. 1030 



Cinema Tel: 622198' 

RAGHADAN 


BAND OF 
THE HAND 


/ ^PcrfonamcCT I 2: IS. 3:00. 5:00. VtHS 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying and setting rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday 
op the London foreign exchange and bullion markets on 
Tuesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.4610/20 
1.3327/37 
1.8330/40 
2.0695/705 
1.5420/30 
37.94/99 
6.1000/50 
1303.5/1304.8 
153.60/70 
6.4550/600 
6.9800/50 
6.9000/50 

One ounce of gold 403.30/403.80 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (AP) — A late rally pushed prices mostly higher on 
the London stock exchange Tuesday. Trading was thin , brokers 
said, exaggerating market swings. 

The Financial Times closed up 15.2 points, at 1998.3, after 
being down by as much as 15.4. The narrower F.T. 30-share i nrfc x 
was -up 9.0 at 1613.5. 

The market was hurt early in the day by Wall Street's w eakness 
on Monday, profit-taking on pharmaceutical shares and the Bank 
of England’s offer to lend money to discount houses at above- 
market rates, brokers said. The Bank of England’s move 
indicated that a cut in British interest rates was not imminent. 

But late in the session, some investors came into the market 
seeking bargains and jumped in thin trading. 

Oil shares rose on news that Saudi Arabia is producing less oil 
than is allowed in its quota. 

On the British government bond market, short-dated issues 
were unchanged and longs up 1/32. 

The Financial Times index of 30 industrials closed at 1613 .5, up 
9.0. 
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FORECAST FOR WED., 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: It’s 
during practical and down-to-earth Results. Handle those 
material concerns in such a fashion/that you will be able 
to forge ahead into new prosperit 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) If you study both your 
monetary requirements and assetq; you can devise a fine 
plan for greater abundance. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20}/ Plan how to improve 
your health and appearance and ijpUow through. Be with 
fine friends tonight. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21]f Listen to your mate's 
problems and reach a better unc 
about greater closeness. 

; MOON CHILDREN Uuhe2j 
ter ways of ronvincmg your 
ttoh for them. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) ' 
support for some public aim. Adhere to your regular 
vocation and make progress now. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) If you study the fac- 
tors and details connected with it that new venture can 
be quite successful 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) A person in business is 
willing to be of assistance to you. Talk over a joint ven- 
ture with your mate. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) You can easily convince 
a partner to help you with .a project that is vitaL Gain 
more s uppo rt in the business world. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you persevere 
in the work you have going, you can get excellent results. 
Take it easy tonight and rest. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Find out what an 
entertainment will cost and then decide whether or not 
it is worth your while. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Try to make your 
home more functional If you invite anyone in tonight, 
make you sure you feel comfortable with them. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Much data can be 
gathered now that will get you ahead in the days to 
come. Be happy with friends tonight. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she, 
will want the finer things in life, although of a practical 
nature. One who is apt to ponder over something too 
long before reaching a conclusion, so teach your son, or 
daughter, to speed up the thinking process. If not, others 
can get ahead in the race for success. 


THE Daily Crossword » Melvin Kenworthy 


ACROSS 
1 Before sphere 
5 THnks 
lOCsmputarae 
for short 

14 Author Mon 

15 “Data*” name 
IE Biblical 

preposition 
17 Kandy mart? 

20 Statfmi P»»P 
of ywa 

21 Cane up 

22 Forest unti 

23 Manor Helm 
25 Sweetie 


28 Atanoephere: 
pief. 

29 Doctors BP- 

32 Jd — 

33 Build 

34 La— , Bofivfa 
35 Hendy men? 

39 “—Town" 

40 Comforts 

41 BAHcal weed 

42 Sts. 

43 Author Wesel 

44 Pungtftf bufl) 

45 Aratoton guff 

47 Soto 

48 To piscea . 

51 Smjgglee 
55 Han on the 
way up? 

58 Br. composer 

59 Drase form 

60 Slaughter of 
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01BB7 TAM Modi Savtoat, ha 


SI Actual 

62 Of tin cheek 

63 negati v es 

DOWN 


2 Dash 

3 Connie or Ted 

4 SpMcfi 

5 writer Denial 
andfamfly 

SHsppfly 

7 BuDdtog 
wings 

8 Wire meesme 
scoiafla • 


10 action part 

11 Deetoy 

12 OkHtoie 
actor ftoscoe 

13 Medicinal 
amount 

18 “Grand Ote — 

19 Ottridh&g. 

23 Track events 

24 Foot part 

25 Ursa — 

26 OrsBy 

27 Bert and 
famtiy 

28 Water buffalo 

29 Dismay: var. 

30 MZ. native 

31 Ancient / 


Yesterday*: 


s Puzzle Solved: 


nnrnnn nFiran nmnn 
nmninn nnnn noun 
□nnnn nnnn rannn 
mnnnmnnnQnnnBQ 
nn n rnnnn 
nnrnn nmnn nnnnn 
nnn nmnn nmnnn 
nnnnranfnnnnnnnng 
nrcnmn nnnrc non 
nrannra pisnn nrana 
nnnn rcnm 
nmnmnntfifiBnrann 
nnnn nraont nmnnn 
nnnft nnn n nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnran 


33 Red dye 

36 Must . 

37 BPS place 

38 Put Into 
financM 
dtfficuMo* 

44 Deafer bi 


45 Nippon . 51 TWig angto 

a borigtoe 52 Frmcaaeatti 

46 "Tbapesr ■ the vioHnta 

sprite . 53 Cry of revelry 

47 Booster racket 54 Soap frame 

4S Open bar 

49 tin— m ar a ta ti SHKbfsdad 

50 — Karenina 57 QuMo’s. note 


Arab Bank Ltd. profits 
JD 23.5m, boosts assets 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The net profit of Arab Bank Ltd. during 1986 
amounted to JD 23.5 million, out of which JD 15.8 million were 
transferred to various reserve accounts. 

According to a report in the Arabic daily Ad Dustour, the bank's 
board of directors has recommended distributing JD 7.7 million in 
dividends to shareholders at a rate of JD 3,500 per share which 
carries a nominal value of JD 10.000 each. 

The report noted that Arab Bank Ltd. has increased its assets 
and deposits to JD 3.2 billion and JD 3.0 billion, respectively, at the 
end of last year despite the decline in the dollar’s value. 

The report, while mentioning that 70 per cent of the bank's 
deposits were in foreign currencies (mostly dollars), said that the 
assets of the Arab Bank Group increased by 72 per cent during 
1986 amounting to $12.7 billion. 


Jordan French Insurance 
Company profits JD 0. 8m 

AMMAN (J-T.) — The board of directors of the Jordan French 
Insurance Company (JFIQ has recommended distributing JD 
500,000 in dividends to shareholders. The amount represents a rate 
of 50 per cent of the JD 1.000 par value of each share. 

The company, reporting JD 750,600 m net profit during 1986, 
would transfer JD 25,600 or 25 per cent of its net income to retained 
earnings. 

According to a report in the Arabic daily Ad Dustour the JFIC 
net profit represents 75.1 per cent of the total capital of the 
company, which earned JD 5 milli on from its operations during 
1986, an increase of 58.6 per cent over 1985 earnings. • 


Bank extends JD 0.5m to 
municipalities and villages 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Cities and Villages Development Bank 
approved loans totalling JD 544,000 during January 1987. 

According to a report in the Arabic daily Sawt A1 Sha’ab, JD 
388,314 were allocated to municipalities to open and asphalt roads 
(JD 14,000), to pay for land appropriations (JD 102,314), to make 
road pavements and sidewalks (JD 15,000) and to build schools and 
other productive projects (JD 257,000). 

Allocations to village councils amounted to JD 155,686 of which 
JD 77,000 were earmarked for roads, JD 53,686 for land appropria- 
tions, JD 11,000 for plectricity and JD 14,000 for schools. 

Drawdowns by municipalities and village councils on the loans 
during January 1987 amounted to JD 312,281 and JD 136*270 
respectively while repayments on medium and long term loans by 
the two groups amounted to JD 485,394 and JD 94,018. 


IMF report shows lowest 
Inflation in industrial 
countries in 25 years 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Prices 
paid by consumers in the major 
industrial countries rose an aver- 
age of only 2.3 per cent last year, 
the smallest increase of inflation 
in 25 years, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) reports. 

In West. Germany, prices 
actually declined for the year by> 
0.2 per cent, the IMF* said In a 
report released Sunday. It was 
the first drop in that country since 
1950, which was the first big year 
of recovery after World War. J3. 

Complete annual figures for 
Japan were not yet available, but 
the rate of inflation dropped be- 
low one per cent yearly in 1986, 
tire report said. 

By November, the latest month 
given, prices in Japan were also 
droppi n g, at an annual rate of 0.3 
per cent. In 1985, Japan's infla- 
tion rate was two per cent, the 
smallest increase of any of six 
major industrial countries. 

The U.S. rate was among the 
lowest: 1.9 per cent, compared 
with 3.6 per cent in 1985, the 
report said. 

Of the six major non-commun- 
ist countries, Canada had the 
highest inflation rate for 1986 — 
4.2 per cent, up from four per 


cent in 1985, the report said. 
Canada was the only one among 
them to show a rising trend. 

Norway also showed an in- 
crease to 7.2 per cent from 5.7 
per cent. 

Britain’s rate was 3.4 per oent, 
down from 6.1 per cent and 
France- reported 2.5 per cent, 
down from 5.8 per cent, the 
report said. 

Figures for Italy were incom- 
plete for 1986. but at the end of 
June, Italy's annual rate was 
placed at 6.1 per cent, down from 
9:2 per cent the year before. 

The IMF said the Benelux 
countries — Belgium, The 
Netherlands and Luxembourg — 
posted declines averaging 0.6 per 
cent in 1986. Belgium bad 1.3 per 
cent. The Netherlands 0.2 per 
cent and Luxembourg 0.3 per 
cent. 

Inflation drops In 
poor nations 

For poor countries as a group, 
the fond said the rate has been 
declining, down to an annual rate 
of 31.1 per cent last October, 
only a little more than half the 
1985 inflation of 60.6 per cent. 


U.S. backs cutting ‘mixed credits’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. government 
announced on Monday it will back a proposed 
international accord to cut down the diversion of aid 
money, originally provided to help poor countries, to 
subsidise industry In richer countries. 


Mr. John Bohn, president of 
the government's Export-Import 
Bank (Exim Bank), said the 
agreement would make it more 
expensive for the governments of 
big industrialised countries to di- 
vert money is such a maimer. 

“(The agreement) forces a 
clear distinction between trade 
finance on the one band and truly 
concessional development aid on 
the other," Mr. Bohn said in a 
statement. 

The accord applies only to sub- 
sidies on industrial goods. Sub- 
sidies for the sale of farm pro- 
ducts are granted under a diffe- 
rent' system. 

The granting of “mixed cre- 


dits" by governments of the rich 
industrial countries consists of 
using aid money appropriated at 
low interest rates to promote the 
sale of nuclear plants, jet aircraft 
and other expensive high-tech- 
nology items. Such credits usually 
require the borrowing country to 
spend the money in the lending 
country and are referred to as 
“tied aid.” . 

France, Japan, Britain and the 
United States are among the 
countries that make most use of 
mixed credits. Governments of 
the various nations have spent $7 
to $10 billion that way over the 
last five years, according to Mr. 
Ted Chapman, international 


affairs officer at the Export-Im- 
port Bank. 

Congress has authorised the 
administration of President 
Ronald Reagan to set aside 5100 
million in a fund for competition 
with subsidies from other coun- 
tries. The Reagan administration 
is asking for another 5200 million. 

Congress has also authorised 
use of money appropriated to the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development. 

However. U.S. officials say 
they are opposed to the practice 
and would like to see it abolished. 

The Exim Bank said the 12 
countries of the European Com- 
munity have already endorsed the 
proposed accord. They are West 
Germany, France, Britain, Ire- 
land, Italy, Denmark, Belgium, 
The Netherlands, Luxembourg, 
Spain, Portugal and Greece. 

Still to be determined is 
whether Japan will go along with 
the agreement, as well as nine 


other countries in the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooperation 
and Development. 

If Japan refuses, the negotia- 
tion will have to start over. The 
governments, 23 in all, have 
promised their answers by mid- 
March. 

A first phase of the accord 
would go into effect July 1. After 
that, no mixed credit would be 
allowed unless the part of it that 
is an outright gift — the “grant 
element" — is at least 30 per cent 
of the total. Currently, it can be 
as little as 25 per cent. 

A second stage of the accord 
would go into effect in July 1988. 
It would raise the minimum grant 
element to 35 per cent, and would 
prohibit any subsidised loans to 
“relatively rich” countries, where 
average incomes are 54,000 a 
year or more. Lending govern- 
ments would have to charge the 
interest rates prevailing in their 
own country on such loans. 


Demand for sterling increases 


LONDON (R) — The British 
pound rose strongly in European 
trading Friday morning and deal- 
ers said it would have gone even 
higher if the Bank of England bad 
not intervened in the foreign ex- 
change markets to steady it. 

They said interest in trading 
the recently volatile dollar against 
the West German mark and 
Japanese yen was fading. The 
pound opened 1 V4 pfennigs high- 
er at 2.8753 West German marks, 
and rose to a high of 51.5683, up 
from Monday's dose of $1.5663, 
for gains of around five pfennigs 
and two cents so far thus week. 

The dollar, meanwhile, finned 
modestly against the mark, to 
1.8335 marks' from Monday's 


close of 1.8315 marks. Dealers 
said it was undear whether Tues- 
day's intervention by the Bank of 
England, Britain's central bank, 
was made under the Feb. 22 
agreement in Paris of the influen- 
tial Group of Five industrial na- 
tions and Canada to stabilise the 
dollar. 

They said the bank appeared to 
have sold pounds to buy marks, a 
move that would not have a direct 
effect on the dollar-pound rate. 

Many dealers believe the 
bank’s intervention was aimed at 
heading off an early cut in in- 
terest rates, and to keep the 
currency itself at low enough 
levels to help British exporters. 
Bank of England officials have. 


as usual, declined comment. 

Dealers said demand for 
pounds was boosted by wide- 
spread expectations that British 
interest rates would probably re- 
main at fairly high levels, at least 
until the presentation of a new 
budget on March 17. 

The rates are now at levels that 
give investors much higher 
returns than are available for 
other major currencies. 

Meanwhile, they said the Feb. 
22 agreement has so for steadied 
the dollar, reducing speculative 
interest in playing the doilar- 
mark and dollar-yen market. 

“People were getting fed up 
with the dollar," said one London 
dealer. 


Colombo tea 
earnings fall 

COLOMBO (AP) — Earnings 
from tea, Sri Lanka's top export, 
fefl by $112 million last year 
compared with 1985, according to 
a government-owned bank. 

The statistics released last 
week by the central bank said 
that in 1985, export earnings from 
tea totalled 12 billion rupees 
($480 million) compared with 9.2 
billion rupees ($368 million) in 
1986-due to a drastie.rirdp in tea 
prices. . .* * 

Sri Lanka produces more than 
200 million kilogrammes of tea 
annually, with exports ranging 
between 170 and 190 million 
kilogrammes. 

The statistics said tea prices 
that averaged 30 rupees ($1.20) 
peT kilogramme in 1986 brought 
in 50 rupees (52) in 1985. 

In an economic performance 
report for the first half of 19bo, 
the central bank said one of the 
reasons for the price decline last 
year was a threat by Tamil separ- 
atists to contaminate tea exports 
with cyanide. 

The other reasons were 
irregular and limited offerings of 
quality tea due to less active 
demand from traditional buyers 
and the financial difficulties ex- 
perienced by West Asian coun- 
tries in the wake of the oO price 
slump,” the report said. 


Coffee prices nosedive 


LONDON (R) — Coffee prices 
tumbled Tuesday after producing 
and consuming nations foiled in 
talks here to set export quotas to 
defend prices in an oversupplied 
world market. 

The price of robusta coffee 
beans for delivery in May 
plunged £230 ($360) to £1,270 
($2,980) a tonne in London trad- 
ing, its lowest since. September, 
1982. 

Later, it recovered a little but a 
trad-morning price around £1 325 
(£2,065) was still way down on 
£1.500 ($2,350) Monday night. 

The nosedive followed the 
overnight failure of talks to set 
export quotas at the International 
Coffee Organisation (ICO), a 
trade body grouping consumers 
and producers. 

Trade sources predicted a price 
war as exporters try to maximise 
their share of a falling market and 
coffee-roasting companies hunt 
bargains. 

A price collapse would hurt 
those developing nations which 
depend heavily on coffee sales for 
foreign exchange. For the con- 
sumer, lower prices may reach 
supermarkets this spring. 

The largest producer is Brazil, 
also the Third World's biggest 
debtor, which last month sus- 
pended payments of interest on 
$68 billion due to foreign banks 
of its $109 billion foreign debt. 


Brazil and the United States, 
the largest consumer, blamed 
each other for the collapse of the 
talks here on quotas. 

“Negotiations failed because 
consumers tried to dictate quotas, 
not negotiate them," Mr. Jorio 
Da us ter, president of the Brazi- 
lian coffee institute, said. 

But Mr. Jon Rosenbaum, U.S. 
assistant trade representative, 
said: "A majority of producers, 
led by Brazil, were not prepared 
to negotiate a new distribution 
based on objective criteria." 

“We want to ensure that coun- 
tries receive export quotas based 
on their ability to supply the 
market, instead of their political 
influence in the ICO.” 

The London haggling had 
lasted eight days before hitting 
deadlock. No further meeting 
was scheduled. 

Export quotas were .suspen- 
ded a year ago when coffee prices 
soared after a drought slashed 
Brazil’s crop. 

The just-failed bid to reintro- 
duce quotas followed a price re- 
treat from an eight-year peak 
above $4,000 a tonne in January, 
1986. 

This time, however, consumers 
insisted that “objective” criteria 
such as each seller's average 
annual exports since 1980 be used 
in the process of assigning quotas. 


Jobless rate 
in Japan hits 
new record 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s jobless 
rate hit a record three per cent in 
January, the highest level in 34 
years, a labour ministry official 
said Tuesday. 

The rate was up from a record 
high 2.9 per cent in December, 
and continued its steady- dimb 
from past months, the ministxy 
said. The rate was 2.8 per cent in 
November and October. 

Officials said die rate, by rising 
above two per oent levels for the 
first time since official statistics 
were first tallied in 1953, had 
broken a psychological barrier. 

Mr. Hajime Tamura, mmiaw 
of international trade and indus- 
try, told a news conference he 
had been expecting the jobless 
rate to grow but the most recent 
rate “will have a serious psycho- 
logical impact on the people.” 

Labour ministry officials attri- 
buted the increase to the effect of 
the strong yen. The statistics “re- 
flect changes in the industrial 
structure stemming from the high 
yen, particularly the decline of 
such manufacturing industries as 
shipbuilding,” ministry official 
Akira Ono said. 

Since September 1985, when 
finance ministers from Japan, the- 
United States, West Germany, 
Britain and France agreed to 
bring down the strong U.S. cur- 
rency, the yen has appreciated 
more than 60 per cent against the 
dollar. 

The high yen bas made 
Japanese exports more expensive 
in other countries and as a result, 
Japanese manufacturers have been 
forced to cut production, labour 
and profits. 

The average jobless rate for 
1986 was 2.8 per cent, the highest 
recorded yearly average, the gov- 
ernment announced early this 
year. 

Steel, shipbuilding and coal 
companies — industries already 
ailing before the yen's dimb — in 
particular have been forced to lay 
off large numbers of employees. 

Japan's jobless rate was still for 
below most other industrialised 
countries. 


Peanuts 


I ponY want to hear 
I AN^ MORE C0MPLAININ6 
ABOUT A LITTLE SNOW 
ON THE GROUND! 
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■mis IS SPRING 
TRAINING! 


WE NEED THE 
PRACTICE, DON'T WEL 




And maybe 
ANOTHER FLU SHOT! 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“I’m creating a new hot-chili recipe. 
How much radioactive waste could I 
use without really hurting somebody?” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
le by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


LAUDT 


M 

J 




VAHNE 


n 


You're getting tt 


YARNLE 


' Y ^ 

i A. > 



FACEEF 


□ 


_L 


WHAT A (&OOI? 
PANCER HAS TO BE, 


Now arrange the drded letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


^ Txxxxremm 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterday's 


Jumbfos: TONIC CHASM PARLOR RADIUS 
Answer: The egotist found fm* with everythin g except 
this — HIS MIRROR - 
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Police, protesters battle in Seoul Aquino: Democracy 

=TJT Jl*; ended coup threats 


SEOUL (R) — Demonstrators battled police on the 
streets of Seoul Tuesday, but the massive police 
presence appeared to have foOed efforts by South 
Korea’s opposition to stage a protest march against 
alleged widespread government torture. 

Thousands of uniformed, hcl- Witnesses said they saw several 
meted riot police and many more dozen arrests, 
plainclothes men guarded public ' The Seoul march was planned 
buildings and stood on alert at -as part of a nationwide series of 
crossroads and subway entrances, demonstrations, 
breaking up the slightest attempt At one p.m. (0500 GMT), the 
at a gathering- hour the Seoul demonstrators 

As groups, of demonstrators, were due to meet at the park, 
many carrying paper South Ko- Reuter correspondents in the 
nrean flags, tried to converge on streets estimated only about 
the rally site at a city centre park, 2,000 protesters had attempted to 
they found their way blocked by -get through police lines, 
phalanxes of police. Seoul authorities said earlier 

All attempts to break through that they would deploy 30,000 
the police lines or to distribute police in tbe capital with 
leaflets to passers-by were met thousands more in reserve, 
with volleys of teargas grenades. More than 30 people, including 
At several locations witnesses dissident leaders Kim Dae- Jung 
saw students stone police lines, and Kim Young-Sam, were 
only to be dispersed by teargas. placed under house arrest to pre- 


vent them taking part in die 
march. 

Police rounded np more than 
2,200 people overnight, among 
them students and worker activ- 
ists but aljso many criminal sus- 
pects, ahead of the planned de- 
monstration, a spokesman said. 
Most were later released. 

It was the second time in a 
month that opposition leaders 
had tried to take their anti-gov- 
ernment protests into Seoul’s 
streets. 

On Feb. 7, overwhelming 
police strength crushed attempts 
to hold a memorial service near 
Seoul’s Myongdong Cathedral for 


The authorities acknowledge 
Park was tortured but deny the 
wider charge. 

In the absence of die dissident 
Kims, opposition forces were led 
Tuesday by the President of die 
New Korea Democratic Party 
(NKDP), Lee Min-Woo. 

Mr. Lee made a . series of 
attempts to leave his Seoul office, 
surrounded by supporters, but 
was blocked by a squad of riot 
police who used teargas to dis- 
perse the politicians- ' 

Buddhist monks joined the 
protests at various points. In cen- 
tral Seoul, a large force of police 
blockaded the historic Chogye 


a student who died under police . 

torture in January. Temple to prevent monks enter- 

Tuesday*s demonstrations were mg to hold a memorial service for 


again intended to commemorate 
the youth. Park Chong-Chol, and 
protest at what the opposition 
calls the government’s regular use 
of torture and brutality against its 
political foes. 


Shevardnadze confronts jeering crowd 
of demonstrators in Australian capital 


CANBERRA, Australia (Agen- 
cies) — Soviet Foreign Minister 
■ Eduard Shevardnadze confronted 
a jeering crowd of demonstrators 
Tuesday in front of parliament 
and his attempt to talk to them 
was drowned out by anti -Soviet 
shouts. 

Tbe crowd of Afghans, Jews 
and East European demonstra- 
tors rejected Mr. Shevardnadz’s 
attempt to shake hands. Instead, 
they turned on loud tape re- 
corded national songs, booed and 
screamed abuse. 

Moments before, Mr. Shevard- 
nadze had alighted from his offi- 
cial limousine in front of the 
Parliament House steps, where 
Australian Foreign Minister Bfll 
' Hayden was waiting to escort him 
inside for talks and lunch. 

At that point Mr. Shevard- 
nadze, 59, looked across at the 
demonstrators and, with security 
men running to form a cordon 
around him, headed for the 
crowd of about 200 who were 


being kept back behind barri- 
cades by police with dogs. 

With television crews sur- 
rounding and jostling him, Mr. 
Shevardnadze walked up to the 
barricades and put out his hand. 

He spoke in Russian to one 
group, but his remarks were lost 
in the shouting. He then shrug- 
ged, turned his back and walked 
back to parliament house, about 
50 metres away. 

The Soviet Union assured Au- 
stralia Tuesday that it had no 
ulterior motives in seeking com- 
mercial and diplomatic links with 
the island nations of the South 
Pacific, according to a senior Au- 
stralian official. 

Mr. Shevardnadze gave the 
assurance at the meeting with Mr. 
Hayden soon after his arrival for 
a three-day visit, the official said. 

He quoted Mr. Shevardnadze 
as saying recent Soviet offers of 
fishing and other commercial 
deals with financially troubled 


Prague to adhere to Soviet reforms 


VIENNA (R) — Czechoslovak 
Prime Minister Lubomir Strougal 
has pledged his country’s adher- 
ence to Soviet reform policies in a 
speech diplomats said hinted at 
differences in the Prague lead- 
ership on bow to react to Mos- 
cow’s current programme. 

The official news agency Cete- 
ka said Mr. Strougal told Com- 
munist Party officials and mana- 
gers in Prague: “The road on 
which the Soviet Union has 
embarked is also Czechoslova- 
kia’s road." 

Mr. Strougal, seen by diplo- 
mats as a pragmatist in the Pra- 


gue leadership, said: “When we 
.declare today again and absolute- 
ly unequivocally our adherence to 
the policy of the Soviet Union ... 
there is nothing opportunist in 
it.” 

Diplomats said Mr. Strougal 
seemed to be answering com- 
ments by leading hard-line ideo- 
logue Vasil Bilak who said last 
month: “In applying the experi- 
ences of fraternal parties we must 
not proceed in an opportunist 
manner, but by respecting the 
conditions in which we five and 
our own experience.” 

Czechoslovakia has followed 


Jailed Soviet dissident 
goes on hunger strike 


MOSCOW (R) — Veteran Soviet 
dissident Genrikh Altunyan, 
serving a seven-year term in a 
labour camp for anti-state activi- 
ties, has begun a hunger strike to 
demand his release, Nobel Peace 
laureate Andrei Sakharov said. 

• Dr. Sakharov said Altunyan, 
53, had informed relatives he had 
put no time limit on his fast and 
would continue it until he was 
freed. 

Altunyan is one of 28 dissen- 
ters not among some 150 freed 
last month, apparently as part of 


Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's reform drive, about 
whom Dr. Sakharov said be was 
particularly concerned. 

“Apart from Altunyan, we 
have heard nothing of the fete of 
any of them,” he told reporters at 
his apartment Monday night 

All of the 28 are serving hard 
labour sentences for anti-Soviet 
agitation and propaganda, most 
of them at a camp in Perm pro- 
vince in Siberia, Dr. Sakharov 
said. 


Pravda cites Lenin in support 
of Gorbachev reform drive 


MOSCOW (R) — The Commun- 
ist Party newspaper Pravda Tues- 
day invoked the authority of Vla- 
dimir Lenin, founder of the 
Soviet state, to justify Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s drive 
for economic and social renewal. 

Pravda quoted from letters 
written by Lenin in early 1922 
that demanded far-reaching 
changes in the style of work of 
government bodies in Moscow 
and railed against bureaucracy. 


themes identical 'to those de- 
veloped by Mr. Gorbachev. 

The newspaper explicitly link- 
ed Lenin’s name to the idea of 
“perestroika” (reorganisation). 

Lenin's works are a dedrive 
source of authority in the Soviet 
Union, and Pravda’s identifica- 
tion of him as an original advo- 
cate of “perestroika” under- 
scored tbe party line that there is 
no alternative to Mr. Gor- 
bachev's policies. 
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island states were not an attempt 
to penetrate the region. 

Mr. Hayden had expressed 
concern that the Soviet Union’s 
moves might BP beyond commer- 
cial activ'ties leading to East- 
West tensions in the reigon, foe 
official said. 

Washington has condemned 
the Soviet offers as a disguised - 
attempt to gain a strategic footh- 
old in the area, long regarded as a 
Western preserve. 

Mr. Hayden bluntly told Mr. 
Shevardnadze that Australia was 
“firmly and unequivocally com- 
mitted to its alliance with the 
United States as a fundamental of 
our national interests,” the offi- 
cial said. 

The Australian foreign minis- 
ter also expressed concern over . 
the growing Soviet military pre- 
sence in Cam Ranh Bay and Da 
Nang in southern Vietnam, the 
official said without revealing Mr. 
Shevardnadze's response. 


Park. 

Tuesday's attempted rally coin- 
cided with official celebrations 
marking the sixth, anniversary of 
President Chun Doo Hwan’s in- 
auguration. 

Thai jets 
to hit opium 
warlord 

BANGKOK (R) — Thai F-5E 
fighter-bombers will attack bases n i l . 
of Burmese opium waiiord Khun theaock racket 

Sa m a campaign to stampoutius ^TbSh, Telaii 

“Ail things are in piace. the 
They said the U.S.-made programmes me m place, we 
planes would also provide cover 

for pla nned tr oop assaufts onthe fo ^ think 

jungle strongholds of Khun Sa s 
ethmc Shan rebels, who traffic*. 

• . ’r pines and that all will work well. 

rn vast amounts of heroin and my trust m the Filipino 

The' officials could not say P**? 

Rnrrou hsrc nurm It- « 0VCnm,ent but 8lSO tO dO tfadT 


MANILA (R) — Philippine Pres- 
ideal Corazon Aquino said Tues- 
day die near-constant coup 
threats against her year-old lead- 
ership appeared to have been 
ended by the country’s return to 
constitutional democracy. 

The huge vote of confidence 
represents by last month's vote 
for a new constitution may have 
ended the coup era, Mrs. Aquino 
told a rare news conference. 

“I certainly hope that the coups 
are over and I believe it is over,” 
she said. 

In the 12 months since former 
President Ferdinand Marcos's 20- 
year rule was ended by a civilian- 
backed military revolt, Mrs. 
Aquino has fared three serious 
coup attempts and countless 
rumours ana uncertainties. 

The Philippines’ 24 million vo- 
ters on Feb. 2 gave four-toon e 
support for the new charter, 
■which gives Mrs. Aquino a six 
year term and re-establishes con- 
gressional democracy. 

Asked about the security of her 
presidency, Mrs. Aquino said 
congressional elections in May 
and local polls in August would 
restore full democracy. 

The country’s economy was 
turning around after several 
slump years and the stock market 
was bullish, she said. 

“All things are in place, the 
programmes are in place, we 
have instituted the necessary re- 
forms,” she said, adding 


rigidly orthodox economic and 
social policies since the “Prague 
spring” reform movement was 
snuffed out by the Warsaw Pact 
invasion of 1968. 

But recently Prague has had to 
rethink its policies as Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s wind of change blew 
through Soviet life. While Mr. 
Strougal has backed the Moscow 
line, others such as Mr. Bilak and 
President Gustav Husak have 
reacted less enthusiastically. 

Mr. Strougal said the new road 
was also “a struggle to increase 
the weight and authority of 
socialism in the world.” 


Actor 
Randolph 
Scott dies 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Ran- 
dolph Scott, the quiet-talking 
hero of a siring of Hollywood 
western films, including Bad- 
man’s Territory and Ride the 
High Country, died in his sleep at 
the age of 89, his son-in-law said. 

Scott died peacefully at his 
home in tbe luxurious Bel-Air 
district of Los Angeles after suf- 
fering from a weak heart and 
bouts of pneumonia in recent 
years, the son-in-law, Sam Tyler, 
said. 

A chance meeting between 
Scott and multi -mil H n nair p: film 
producer Howard Hughes on a 
Hollywood golf course led the 
actor into a film career that span- 
ned 35 years and covered 100 ; 

films 

His early films included Island ■ 
of Lost Souls and Hello, Every- 
body. He later played a hero in 
military films — To tbe Shores of 
Tripoli and Bombardier — and 
starred in romantic comedies 
such as Follow the Fleet and My 
Favourite Wife. 

But it was as a Western bero, 
fast on the draw but short on 
words, that Scott made his name. 

Badman’s Territory, made in 
1946, was probably Scott’s big- 
gest film success and prompted 
him to devote much of the re- 
mainder of his career to West- 
erns, incloding 39 big-budget 
films made in 16 years. 

They included Abilene Town, 
Sanata Fe, Hangman’s Knot, the 
Stranger Wore a Gun, the Boun- 
ty Hunter and Decision at Sun- 
down. 

For four successive years, from 
1950 until 1953, Scott was listed 
among the 10 top box office stars 
and he made a fortune for his 
producers and for himself. 

Ten years ago, with earnings 
from Ins film career and with 
investments in land, oil wells and 
gas, Scott was estimated to be 
worth up to $100 million. 

Born the son of an engineer in 
Orange County, Virginia, Ran- 
dolph Crane Scott went to private 
schools and the University of 
North Carolina and became a 
textile manufacturer. 


opium. 

The officials could not say 
when the attacks would take 
place. Burma has already permit- 
ted Thai forces to cross the 
.border. 

They could not confirm press 
reports that the Shan had ac- 
quired Soviet-made SAM-7 anti- 
aircraft missiles. 

Khun Sa, the most powerful 
warlord in the opium-growing 
Golden Triangle region strad- 
dling Burma, Thailand and Laos, 
has operated from north eastern 
Burma since being forced out of 
northern Thailand in 1982. 

Burmese troops last month be- 
gan a campaign against several 
ethnic rebel minority groups 
based near the Thai broder who 
have been fighting for autonomy 
since Burma won independence 
from Britain in 1948. 

Border patrol police said five 
Karen wounded in fighting Tues- 
day with Burmese troops were in 
hospital in Mae Sot in Tak pro- 
vince. 

Rangoon has said its forces 
have turned friendly hill tribes to 
help them attack rebel groups but 
have otherwise given only 
sketchy details. 


part in ensuring the success of this 
country." 

Mrs. Aquino’s optimism mir- 
rored that of her armed forces 
chief, Gen. Fidel Ramos, who 
said recently that coup-plotters 
bad lost their chance. 

Western diplomatic analysts 
have also begun to say recently 
that they believe Mrs. Aquino is 
increasingly secure in her post. 

Meanwhile gunmen described 
by the military as possible Com- 
munist guerrillas shot dead an 
army colonel and his driver Tues- 
day in the middle of a Manila . 
traffic jam. i 

The mid-morning killing s ame | 
a day after Gen. Ramos ordered 
strikes on rebel bases in rural 
areas to check an “alarming" rise 
in guerrilla violence in the 
country. 

Police said they would investi- 
gate all possible angles because 
the murders might also have in- 
volved personal motives. 

A military spokesman said Col. 
Benjamin Casa bar and bis driver 
were stopped at a busy intersec- 
tion in suburban Quezon city 
when three men approached and 
shot them. j 

Police said the gunmen took | 
the colonel’s pistol after die 
shooting and fled in a car they 
commandeered from another 
motorist stalledfn tbe traffic jam. 

The spokesman described the 
killers of Col. Gasabar, a civil 
relations officer, as “possibly re- 
bels.” He added: “Who else 
would do this?” 

Military intelligence officers 
say liquidation squads of the 
Communist New People's Army 
(NPA) have infiltrated the capital 
in ifecent months. 


S. Africa frees priest 
after 8-month detention 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 

Father Peter Hortop, a Roman 
Catholic priest detained for eight 
months under South Africa's 
state of emergency, has been 
freed after a world-wide cam- 
paign for his release, the church 
announced Tuesday. 

The South African Catholic 
Bishops' Conference (SACBC) 
said Ft. Hortop, 56, was released 
last Friday after Johannesburg 
Bishop Reginald Orsmond met 
Law and Order Minister Adriaan 
Vlok. 

The Dominican priest was de- 
tained in his parish of Springs, 
east of Johannesburg, shortly af- 
ter the government imposed a 
national emergency last June. 

Challenged in court to show 
why Fr. Hortop was detained, tbe 
state produced a 20-page docu- 
ment giving reasons based on 
information provided by a 
schoolboy. 


Quakes continue to shake 
northern New Zealand 


WELLINGTON (R) — Earth- 
quakes and aftershocks are still 
shaking areas of northern New 
Zealand following strong tremor 
which left 3,000 people homeless. 

Four earthquakes measuring 
up to 4.5 on the Richter Scale 
have hit the Bay of Plenty and 
Waikato region in the north-east 
since midnight Monday (1200 
GMI). 

No casualties have been re- 
ported and no further major dam- 
age, civil defence sources said. 
Twenty-five people were 'treated! 
for bone fractures after Monday’s 
shock. 

■ “We are recording about five 
earth tremors every 10 minutes,” 
a government seismologist told 
Reuters from Rotorua in the cen- 
tral North Island. 

Tuesday’s quakes have been 
felt over an area of 100 
kilometres, be added. 


A state of civil defence 
emergency in the area was de- 
clared Monday and is still in 
force, with schools closed and 
access to the worst-hit towns of 
Edgecombe, Whakatane and tbe 
forestry town of Kawerau severe- 
ly restricted. 

Monday’s quake measured 
6.25 on the Richter Scale. It was 
originally estimated at 6.5. 

“If it follows the pattern of 
other large earthquakes the 
shocks will continue tor a period 
of one to several weeks, declining 
in frequency and magnitude,” the 
seismologist said. 

However, the possibility of a 
further large shock could not be 
ruled out, be added. 

Civil defence officials- said ma- 
jor roadsbps and landslides in the 
area were being cleared Tuesday 
with power and water restored to 
most areas. 


Former Costa Rican leader 
approved controversial airstrip 


SAN. JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) — 
Former President Luis Alberto- 
Monge said he approved the up- 
grading of a controversial airstrip 
in northern Costa Rica after re- 
ceiving reports of possible inva- 
sion from neighbouring Nicar- 
agua. 

“I assume foil responsibility 
.for this decision that was adopted 
in defence of the higher interests 
of the fatherland,” Mr. Monge 
said in a statement Monday. He 
was president from 1982 to 1986. 

The airstrip at the site of an old 
airport is located near the north 
western towns of Potrero Grande 
and Santa Elena. 

The Tower Commission re- 
port, released late last week, said 
fired National Security Council 
staff member Lt.-Col Oliver 
North had threatened Costa 
Rica’s current president, Oscar 
Arias, with a cutoff of $80 million 
in U.S. aid if he publicised the 
existence of the airfield, which 
was used to resupply the Nicara- 
guan rebels. 

Mr. Monge said U.S. officials 


nfade an initial visit to try to 
persuade him that the Sandimsta 
army would invade Costa Rica if 
Nicaragua was attacked by U.S. 
troops or sparred with Honduras. 

They were unsuccessful, Ls 
said. But at a second meeting, the 
officials gave him reports from a 
former Nicaraguan security agent 
about a possible invasion. “They 
made me think that this danger 
was real,” he said. 

He didn’t say when the meet- 
ings occurred or identify the 
Americans. 

“Every step was taken as a 
necessary precaution to defend 
Costa Rica in the eventuality of 
an invasion,'’ he said. “It was 
never drought that that rural air- 
port would serve to provide milit- 
ary support to the forces that 
within Nicaragua fight against the 
government of Managua.” 

Mr. Monge said he released his 
statement to dear the record. 

The contra rebels are fighting 
against the Sandimsta go ve rn - 
merit, which came to power in 
•July 1979. 


Bat tbe SACBC said the priest 
at no stage faced charges. 

A world-wide day of prayer for 
Fr. Hortop was held last Novem- 
ber. “We must thank thousands 
of people throughout the world 
who have been praying and sacri- 
ficing for him and suffering with 
him and all our detainees,” 
Bishop Wilfred. Napier, the 
SACBC jnesident, said. 

So-called- restriction orders 
have been placed on Fr. Hortop, - 
barring him from entering schools 
or attending meetings of the anti- 
apartheid United Democratic 
Front (UDF) movement, the 
episcopal conference said. 

Some 25,000 people, the over- 
whelming majority of. them 
blades, have been held under the 
emergency, according to inde- 
pendent monitoring groups, and 
political violence has resulted in 
some 2,400 deaths in South Afri- 
ca since February, 1984. 


Greece says 
it has right 
to conduct 
research in 
Aegean Sea 

ATHENS (R) — Greece, re- 
sponding to a wanting by Turkey 
against conducting “activities" in 
the Aegean Sea, has said it had a 
right to decide where and how to 
conduct research or drilling work 
in the area. 

A government spokesman said 
the Greek position was made 
dear to Turkey’s Ambassador in 
Athens Nazmi Akim an when be 1 
met Greek Foreign Affairs 
Undersecretary Yannis Kapsis 
last week. 

Acting Turkish Prime Minister 
Kaya Erdem said Monday that 
Greek activities in the northern 
Aegean contravened the 1976 
Berne agreement winch set the 
framework for talks on the Ae- 
gean continental shelf disputed 
between Ankara and Athens. 

Greece announced last week it 
intended to pass legislation enabl- 
ing it to buy a majority stake in an 
international ofl consortium oper- 
ating in the Aegean because the 
area was of vital strategic import- 
ance to Athens. 

The non-Greek members of 
die consortium. North Aegean 
'Petroleum Co. fNAPC), have 
rejected the Greek decision and 
made dear they plan to go ahead 
with drilling work east of the 
island of Thasos this month. 

Tbe Greek state-owned Public 
Petroleum Corp (DEP) has a 25 
per cent share in NAPC while - 
Canadian, West German and 
U.S. firms have 75 per cent 

The Greek statement said: 
“Greece is not prepared to give 
up even a trace of its sovereignty 
rights to the seabed. Zt has been 
stressed to ... Mr. Akunan that 
die decision where or how to drill 
belongs exdusively to the Greeki 
government 

“The Greek government bad 
repeatedly let the Turkish side 
know that it considers the 1976 
Berne protocol as inactive 
through the fault of Turkey,” 



Gorbachev’s birthday passes quietly 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet media, which used to mark 
leaders’ birthdays with columns of praise and announcement of 
top honours, took little notice of Mikhail Gorbachev's 56th 
birthday on Monday. Mr. Gorbachev apparently spent die day 
working, including holding a meeting with the prime minister of 
Troianrf . according to the Soviet News Agency (TASS). Mr. 
Gorbachev was marking his second birthday since taking over as 
ge neral secretary of the Communist Party on March 10, 1985 . 
Neither birthday has received much attention in the Soviet press. 
Before Mr. Gorbachev, tbe general secretary’s birthday was an 
occasion for tbe awarding of national medals and acknowledge- 
ment of contributions to state affairs. 

Boy wins $500 for staying away>froin TV 

MHXBURN, New Jersey (AP) — An 11 -year-old boy who gave 
up television for a year in a S500 bet with bis mother says he’ll use 
some of the money to buy comic books. The bet ended at W )1 
a.m. (1401 GMT> Monday, but Benjamin Barreaux waited until 
his mother, Roslyn, handed him five $100 bills at an afternoon 
news conference before pressing the TV remote-cantroL “This is 
boring,” he said half-jokmgly as be watched a cartoon. During the 
past year, be has filled his time reading and his grades have 
improved from, “satisfactory" to “very good.” Stacks of maga- 
zines anti books line his bedroom, and the boy’s interest in toy 
soldiers prompted him to study military history, said Ms. | 
Barreaux. Beuji said he would use some of his winnings to > 
increase his comic book collection. Benji's 9-year-old sister, 
Ashley, said she watched cartoons even though she hates them so 
she could tell her brother about tbe plots. Benji’s friends “thought , 
I was a nut, at first. Now I get to laugh in their faces because they 
don't have this," he said as he waved the $100 bills. 

NASA seeks robots for space duties 

WASHINGTON (AP) —Three years ago two groaning, granting 
astronauts operating in the space shuttle cargo bay pulled the 
electronic insides out of a failed satellite and restored it to health 
with a transplant. The task was so demanding that after the flight 
the National Aeronautics ans Space Administration (NASA) used 
it as a test to challe nge man ufacturers of robots to show what their 
devices can do. The only company to accept the challenge was a 
spian Minnes ota manufacturer of remote control devices used in 
the nuclear industry. Central Research Laboratories of Red 
Wing. The NASA task involved removing screws from panels, 
unplugging and plugging cables and lifting out the electronics box. 
It was detailed in 31 pages of step-by-step instructions. In a recent 
demonstration, an engineer from Central Research Laboratories, 
sitting in front of four television screens and using a metal hand 
controller, swapped out the instrument box on a mockup 6 metres 
away, in 3 Vi hours. It took astronauts George Nelson and James 
Van Hoften 15 minutes longer when they restored the real Solar 
Max satellite in April 1984. 

Weather department sends wrong report 

CHICAGO (AP) — A National Weather Service bulletin that 
erroneously said an Illinois city had been demolished by a tornado 
.was sent to hundreds of U.S. radio and television stations early 
Monday and read on the air by some announcers. Tbe bulletin, 
sent on the weather service’s wire at 4:55 a.m. (0955 GMT), said: 
“At 4:35 a.m. a tornado hit the Rockford, Illinois, Weather 
Office. Tins storm was moving fourth east at 50 MPH (80 KMFH). 
This is a dangerous storm. Take cover immediately. “The entire 
town of Rockford has been demolished. If you are in the path of 
this tornado, you should go to a basement shelter if available ... 
Abandon cars and mobile homes.” Five minutes later, a 
disclaimer was seat explaining that the bulletin was transmitted by 
mistake, said meteorologist Steve Kahn at the sendee’s Chicago 
office. Rockford, 139 kuometres north west of Chicago, has a , 
population of about 140,000. The bulletin was part of a test being 
conducted to prepare. for tbe upcoming tornado season, and was 
designed only for weather service personnel, Kahn said. He 
blamed a change in computer software at the service’s Chicago 
office for letting the bulletin get out. 

Half U.S. prostitutes Infected with AIDS 

ATLANTA, Georgia (AP) — Early results from a study indicate 
that drag use is rampant among U.S. street prostitutes and as 
many as half are infected with the virus that causes AIDS. 
Researchers from Howard University, who are surveying as many 
as 200 prostitutes, found that 13 out of the first 26 they tested 
were infected with AIDS virus. The findings were presented 
Monday in Atlanta at the annual convention of the American 
Society for Microbiology. All 13, as well as nine of the 13 who 
were not infected, were users of injectable drugs, which would 
place them at risk for AIDS regardless of their sexual habits. The 
disease is transmitted most often through sexual contact or 
con taminate d drug needles. “We expected some of them to be 
drag users, but not all,” said a study coordinator. Dr. Robert 
Delapenha of Howard University's Medical School and hospital. 
Th e eari y study results show the infection rate among street 
prostitutes may be high. But their drag use means that the study 1 
so far is showing little, if anything, about how the women became 
infected. “We have to preface any conclusions by saying that IV 
(intravenous) drug use is a confounding factor," Dr. Delaphcnha 
said. The early findings in Washington differ from previous 
surveys in Miami, where a 40 per cent infection rate has been I 
reported among prostitutes, and Seattle, Washington, where a 
survey found a 5 per cent infection rate. 

Gutenberg Bible , to be sold at auction 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles will pat up for auction art works and books, including a 1 
rare Gutenberg Bible, which are expected to raise $20 million, ; 
Archbishop Roger Mahoney said. The most recent sale of a 
Gutenberg Bible, the first known book printed from movable 
type, fetched $2 million at a 1978 auction held by the London- 
based Christie's, which will handle fee latest auction. “This sale. 
wDI indude the largest, single collection of books ever to come on 
tbe market,”- said Stephen Lash, executive vice-president of 
Christie's. Going up for auction win be part of the Carrie Estelle 
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California oil magnate, died in 1958 and left the collection to the 
archdiocese on condition it remain intact for at least 25 years after 
her death. The Bible, which Doheoy added to her collection in 
1950, contains only the Old Testament. Mahoney said the money 
will be used to train priests and to relieve the church of the 
growing financial burden involved in maintaini ng the collection. 

Soviet film vies for Golden Bear 

BERLIN (R) — A Soviet film about artistic turmoil and 
Jewish emigration, released after a seven year ban as part of the 
kjeral spring, seems a top candidate 
'Tuesday forthe West Berlin International Film Festival’s Golden 
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U.S. nral films such as fee sombre ‘Night, Mother by Tom 
Moore, Oliver Stone s Vietnam film Platoon and Children of a 
Lesscr Haines. The Theme was made in 1979. But 

Portrayal of a Jewish artist 
frustrated at not being allowed to publish and detidme to 
migrate to Israel. The film delves into the decay of an mtistic 
establishment corrupted by privilege. Spectacular shots of the 
»owy Russan landscape around fee country house where fee 
.drama unfolds projects a strong Russian patriotism. The Theme is 

^Sde^^^ S h? et h fiin,S now u 5 em « "leased as Moscow 
reconsiders its past harsh oensorahip laws. 







